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Verona Business District Advisory Committee

Meeting Report
February 17, 2010

Meeting Called to Order:     Last Month’s Meeting Report approved.
Strategic Action Plan Updates (TCA):                           
Organization SAP Update: Lou Tumminello, Chair
· The final 2010 Action Plan will be delivered to BDAC next month.
· Consideration of two new at-large BDAC members will be finalized at the March meeting.
· As part of the on-going business development effort, consideration is being given to having a reception for business and property owners later in the spring to discuss promoting Verona and explaining the Downtown Properties and Verona First websites.

· Mike Vento will be making a presentation on behalf of BDAC to the borough council’s workshop meeting on February 23rd.

Business Development SAP Update: Patty Tumminello, Chair
· New Businesses: None reported
· New Vacancies: 716 Allegheny River Blvd (formerly US Mauy Thai Academy)
· The Targeted Business List for Verona was offered for acceptance by Lou, seconded by Kathi and passed unanimously.
· Restaurant

· Bake Shop

· Pizza Shop

· Ice Cream Shop

· Children’s Clothing

· Men’s Clothing

· Meat/Produce Grocery

Architecture & Design SAP Update: Mike Vento, Chair
· Confirmation letters were sent out to Allegheny Restore applicants last week.
· The signage ordinance review is still under review by the Borough.

· The TreeVitalize initiative was explained to the committee and it was suggested that the Borough send one person to one of their classes. Ms. Denise Gemellas indicated her willingness to do so and a Council member said she would also take it up with Council.
Community Life SAP Update: Kathi Ferguson, Chair
· A master list of Events & Activities was requested of Kathi and she said she would assemble that information.
Special Topic(s):

G-Tech Sunflower Gardens: Maureen Copeland introduced the G-Tech Sunflower Garden initiative explaining that it plants bio-energy gardens in urban area to address blighted lots, improve the soil conditions and appearance of the property, and serve as a transitional project for the community to foresee and possibly develop new possibilities such as parklets, etc. Potential sites should be in or adjoining the core business district, of high visibility, and with a demonstrated community commitment to the project. G-Tech will examine the suggested sites and do soil testing where needed. All planning resources and equipment will be provided by G-Tech with planting to occur in May and the harvest in October.  The application should focus on one or two sites and be submitted to Jessica Mooney by March 10, 2010. Applicants will be notified by April 1 whether their bid has been successful or not.

Kathi Ferguson will be the BDAC liaison with Denise Gemellas serving as Project Director and will complete and submit the G-Tech application.

Attendance:
Present:

Lou Tumminello, Organization Chair
Patty Tumminello, Business Development Chair

Kathi Ferguson, Community Life Chair

Absent:

Mike Vento, Architecture & Design Chair
Also in attendance:
Jim Galbraith, TCA

Jessica Mooney, ACED

Maureen Copeland, G-Tech

6 members of the public
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Update new businesses, vacancies, etc. as per business development section of this report. 

2. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.

3. Email this report to the committee. 

4. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

5. Secure 2010 Action Plan.
Next Meeting:   Wednesday, March 17, 2010

Suggested Special Topics:
New BDAC Members





Business Reception






Signage Ordinance

412-577-7447 or  724-728-9400
fax: 724-728-6021

www.towncenter.info
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