Verona Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)
Meeting Report

September 16, 2009
BDAC Initiative Updates: 
ORGANIZATION: Lou Tumminello, Organization Chair
· Lou reported that the deal with Avalar buying the bank building is not necessarily going to happen
· There was a discussion relative to the fact that the people interested in the Restores program are often tenants and not the property owners. This led to the need for the BDAC to identify additional ways to get the information to building owners about the Restores program prior to the next application deadline.

· There was a discussion centering on vacant, often boarded up, buildings and ways to make them more attractive. Lou is interested in contacting a local art teacher who might be interested in a painting/art project with students or others to beautify some of these areas. Once this contact has been made, he will contact potential property owners and identify someone to head up this effort.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: Patti Tumminello, Business Development Chair

· Patti reported that the Gray Goose has not been sold yet.
· Blossoms moved to 733 Ardmore Blvd. where Fitness with a Twist used to be located.

· Fitness with A Twist has left the area.

· Patti reported that a restaurant, Johnny G’s and a store, European Treasures, have opened in the shopping plaza nearby the CBD. The group would like to send welcome letters and Patti will provide the info.
· There was a discussion of parking issues relative to employees parking in front of stores on Allegheny River Blvd. and relative to the width of the street and the difficulty of getting out of your vehicle with oncoming traffic.
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN: Mike Vento, Architecture & Design Chair

· Mike emailed a report which included:
· He has talked with the incumbent Mayor about sitting down with him and council to redo Verona’s ordinance policy and to simplify how building and occupancy permits are obtained. In the interim, the BDAC has requested a special project with PHLF to write a draft ordinance.

· Mike will be meeting with the new PNC bank manager in Oakmont to discuss a possible façade related loan package. He will also contact Parkvale and First Commonwealth.

· Mike identified the community’s issues regarding parking. He indicated the need to explore landscaping around the 2 existing parking lots and the need for a business district map. Andrea, TCA, explained the relationship these issues have relative to a streetscape plan and that these elements should be included in the plan.
· Streetscape elements, the existing streetscape condition, and ideas that the BDAC would like to recommend to council will be the discussion topic for the group’s November meeting.
COMMUNITY LIFE: Kathi Ferguson, Community Life Chair

· Kathi gave an update of upcoming events and provided a sheet with dates and relevant information.
· Kathi will verify the dates on the sheet when she has that information.

· A discussion ensued about identifying a downtown recognition recipient for the 4th quarter. The individuals on the VIP committee who planned and ran the concerts and movies in the park this summer have been chosen as the 4th quarter recipients. 

· Kathi will email TCA with the names/addresses/ and other relevant info. for the recognition recipients.
DISCUSSION TOPICS:

Review of the Strategic Action Plan

· Each initiative’s page in the strategic action plan was briefly reviewed; items that have been completed were checked off; and items that the BDAC are currently working on were identified including:

· Organization—will expect to give a report to council on the BDAC activities sometime in January and the BDAC will consider requesting a liaison to council at about the same time
· Architecture and Design—will review PHLF’s zoning analysis as it relates to downtown building issues and report these to the committee; will begin to identify specific streetscape enhancement ideas and share these with the committee at November’s discussion on streetscape; will begin to identify ways in which to promote Allegheny Restores to property owners

· Business Development- will review PHLF’s zoning analysis as regards business related issues and report to the committee and will identify ways to make the downtown related zoning ordinances more business friendly
· Community Life- will make a list of new ongoing activities to incorporate into the downtown for the next meeting; will determine the best time of the month or year for this activity; will explore identifying a volunteer (from the established list) to spearhead this activity.

COMMUNITY COMMENTS:

· Two members of the community were present with many questions about Allegheny Restores; comments about parking issues; and questions and comment as relate to signage and Allegheny Restores.
Attendence:
Present:

Patti Tuminello, Business Development Chair

Lou Tuminello, Organization Chair

Kathi Ferguson, Community Life Chair
Absent:

Mike Vento, Architecture & Design Chair
Also in Attendance:
Andrea Blenk, TCA
2 members of the community

NEXT MEETING: 
Wednesday, October 21st at 4:30 PM at the Borough Building



Discussion Topic: 
Targeted Businesses Workshop






Presenting: Elaine Savoldi, TCA
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.
2. Email this report to the committee. 
3. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

4. Email requested months’ meeting notes to Kathi.

5. Email volunteers lists to Kathi.

6. Arrange for Elaine Savoldi to present Target Businesses Presentation at next month’s meeting.

7. Contact Bonnie Conway prior to November meeting to discuss streetscape.
8. Look for correspondence from Patti regarding 2 welcome letters to be written, signed, and mailed (send copies to Patti).
9. Look for correspondence from Kathi with downtown recognition recipient information.
10. Make changes to 733 Ardmore Blvd. as noted under the Business Development section of the report.
