Verona Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)
Meeting Report

June 17, 2009
BDAC Initiative Updates: 
ORGANIZATION: Lou Tumminello, Organization Chair
· In response to a rumored closing of the post office an inquiry was made by Kathi. The Postmaster indicated that although there have been cutbacks they are in a five year lease and they have heard nothing that would indicate a closing is being considered.
· Lou spoke with PA Congressman Frank Dermody about the commuter rail line planned to pass through Verona. He indicated that the idea is currently a hot topic and ‘shovel ready’ the project would require government subsidies and is therefore not likely to happen in the near future.
· Members presented a list of community members that have volunteered to assist the committee on specific projects.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: Patti Tumminello, Business Development Chair

· The Verona Bank building has been sold to Avalar and it’s expected the building will house offices.
· It was pointed out that in our data base the wrong photo is on the page featuring Tom Fall Automotive on Wildwood Rd.
· The Nicholls Bakery building appears vacant but is being used as a distribution center.

· After some discussion BDAC would like to begin the process of thinking through what types of business should be targeted for business recruitment to invigorate the core area.
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN: Mike Vento, Architecture & Design Chair

· Mike expressed a need to be proactive with Council about signage, parking, and design guidelines so that more guidance can be provided to business owners concerning pending development.
· The suggestion was made to specifically get Allegheny Restore information in the hands of building owners, as well as the merchants.

· Lou wanted the committee to explore whether there were any ‘walk-through’s that could be promoted to get shoppers from the Railroad Street parking area up to Allegheny Blvd.
COMMUNITY LIFE: Kathi Ferguson, Community Life Chair

· Kathi reported that the June Concert was very well attended and there will be one more in July.
· June 26 will be the first “Movies in the Park” featuring Finding Nemo. This will be a monthly event in the summer.
· Kathi will email a list of downtown community events to TCA for listing in the newsletter.

DISCUSSION TOPICS:
· Jim Galbraith visited the merchants in the core area today and distributed a flyer about Allegheny Together and Allegheny Restore.
· Mike and Andrea discussed and explained the Allegheny Restore Program to business owners in attendance.

*Sub-Committee Volunteers:
Mary Ann Yingling


Patty King

Doris Walker



Sandy Drabecki Bell

Earl Hendricks



Lisa Houck

Bridget Seery


724-977-8374 (412 828-1960

Bob Geiselhart


724 977-8373

Sylvia & Joe Provenza

412 828-9542

Heather & Goeff Hogate

412 517-8420

Don Worf


412 828-3607

Debbie Zourelias

412 826-0325
dzcleans@comcast.net
Mollie & Frank Santucci

412 828-9205

Denise Gamelias

412 828-5861
Changes to the Business District:
· Verona Bank has been sold to Avalar,

· 334 Center Ave. will become a Cricket Store.

· 724 Allegheny River Blvd is opening as a Weeding Shop.

· Tanning Store at 728 Allegheny River Blvd. is closing.

· 737 Allegheny River Blvd is now vacant (formerly a Notary).

· Duncan Donuts on Allegheny River Blvd will open July 24, 2009.
· Correct Nicholls Bakery as not vacant in the database (it is a distribution center).
Attendence:
Present:

Patti Tuminello, Business Development Chair

Lou Tuminello, Organization Chair

Mike Vento, Architecture & Design Chair
Kathi Ferguson, Community Life Chair
TCA:

Andrea Blenk

Jim Galbraith

Absent:

Bonnie Conway, Borough Manager
Also in attendance:
Bridget Seery




Bob Geiselhart

Denise Gemellas



Michael Federici

Fred Federian




Nancee Federici

Sylvia Provenza




Joe Provenza
NEXT MEETING: 
Wednesday, July 15 at 4:30 PM at the Borough Building



Discussion Topic: Targeted Businesses

REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Update new businesses, vacancies, etc. as per business development and changes sections of this report. 

2. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.
3. Email this report to the committee. 
4. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

5. Correct photo on data base for Tom Fall Automotive on Wildwood Rd.

6. Send list of top 20 targeted businesses to members in preparation for the next meeting.

7. Send personal questionnaire to BDAC members for newsletter.

