Verona Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)
Meeting Report

December 16, 2009
Verona BDAC Initiative Updates:


No BDAC Chair reports due to special presentation.

DISCUSSION TOPIC: Sustainable Pittsburgh Charrette Exercise

Sustainable Pittsburgh is an organization that seeks to integrate economic prosperity, social equity, and environmental quality bringing sustainable solutions to communities and businesses. Today they sponsored a team of architects and planners to participate in a problem-solving exercise with the Verona BDAC Committee.

The issues to be discussed are how to best handle traffic along very busy Allegheny River Boulevard, funnel some of that traffic to their secondary business district and the parking lots that exist along Railroad Street and therefore connecting the business district with their park, boat clubs, and public river access. Signage and wayfinding may be a consideration.

Observations:

· A resident commented that Verona is a pleasant community along the river and walkable.

· Community would like a LCD sign along Allegheny River Blvd to announce events.

· Zoning ordinance can be a useful tool to shape what happens in town.

· Traffic flow is a blessing and problem along Allegheny River Blvd.

· Assorted traffic-calming measures are advised.
· Connector Streets such as James Street and South have little business orientation facing it, preventing a flow of continuity down to Railroad Street.
· The intersection of South and ARB is key to enticing traffic flow down to parking lots and Railroad street businesses.
· Proposed commuter rail station is not a likely possibility at this time.

· There is a need to create a pedestrian-friendly feel to it via landscaping, lighting, and another pedestrian crossing.

· One idea presented was to change stop lights to stop signs to slow traffic.

· Penndot has been unresponsive to local wishes or concerns.

· Facilitate and encourage second floor occupancies to generate business and activity

Attendance:
Present:

Patti Tumminello, Business Development Chair

Lou Tumminello, Organization Chair

Kathi Ferguson, Community Life Chair
Absent:

Mike Vento, Architecture & Design Chair
Also in attendance:

Mark Peluso, TCA
Jim Galbraith, TCA

Jessica Mooney, Allegheny County

David Farkas, PHLF

Sustainable Pittsburgh:


Matt Mehalik


Ken Doyno
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, January 20, 2010 at 4:30 PM at the Borough Building
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report. -MEP
2. Email this report to the committee. -JG
3. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email. -MEP
