Verona Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)
Meeting Report

August 19, 2009
BDAC Initiative Updates: 
ORGANIZATION: Lou Tumminello, Organization Chair
· Lou mentioned the concern that in the PHLF Strategic Plan there seemed to be some omissions of comment about certain locations in the Core including “The One Block Shop”.
· There was further discussion of managing public participation at the meetings. The suggestion was made to conduct the BDAC meeting before allowing public comment after business was conducted.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: Patti Tumminello, Business Development Chair

· Patti reported on the successful openings of the Cricket Store and Dunkin Donuts.
· When the uncertain status of the opening of “Nellie’s” was mentioned there was concern regarding the Borough’s building inspection and code enforcement process. With the possible influx of façade improvements this may be an issue to bring to the Borough’s attention.
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN: Mike Vento, Architecture & Design Chair

· Ethan Raup and Shaun Yurcaba presented the Verona Design Guidelines. 
· Highlighted were storefront restoration, signage, lighting, and painting.
· Discussion followed on how to distribute this information to business and property owners. Various people in attendance volunteered to make copies of the report for distribution.

· The suggestion was made to ask someone who has been through the Allegheny Restore process to come and speak.

· Mike has reviewed the Borough’s signage and Code ordinances and expressed a concern that they were out-of-date.

· A motion was offered by Kathi, and seconded by Lou, to ask PHLF to do a review of the existing signage ordinance and present the Verona BDAC with a template for a revised signage ordinance specifically as an overlay for the Core District as a special project. The motion passed unanimously.
COMMUNITY LIFE: Kathi Ferguson, Community Life Chair

· Kathi pointed out that WQED will be airing a new special called “Right Beside the River” that has a segment about Verona.
· The Verona Fall Festival will be on September 10, 11, & 12.
· This summer there have been 3 outdoor concerts and 2 outdoor movies.

DISCUSSION TOPICS:
· Jim Galbraith distributed forms from Allegheny Together and explained their usage to the committee. It is hoped that these will make the flow of information more efficient and accurate.
Attendance:
Present:

Patti Tumminello, Business Development Chair

Lou Tumminello, Organization Chair

Mike Vento, Architecture & Design Chair
Kathi Ferguson, Community Life Chair
Also in attendance:
Ethan Raup, PHLF

Shaun Yurcaba, PHLF

Andrea Blenk, TCA

Jim Galbraith, TCA
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, September 16 at 4:30 PM at the Borough Building


Chairperson’s review of 2009 Action Plan
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Update new businesses, vacancies, etc. as per business development section of this report. 

2. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.
3. Email this report to the committee. 
4. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

5. Ask:   Does Allegheny Restore mandate ADA compliance?

6. Investigate if a merchant that has been through the Allegheny Restore process would be willing to speak in Verona.

7. Contact PHLF about Verona’s designation of a signage review as a special project.

