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Tarentum Business Area Advisory Committee

Meeting Report
July 16, 2010

Strategic Action Plan Updates (TCA):                           
Organization SAP Update: Julie Hilliard, Chair
· Debbie will write a recognition article for the newsletter after selecting a candidate from several suggestions. Julie and Debbie will collaborate on a feature article.
· It was announced that the Borough Council approved a three-year extension with TCA to assist Tarentum with the Allegheny Together initiative.

· Julie spoke of her concern about how little recognition the TBAAC receives for the many successful projects under way. The committee agreed that there should be a greater effort to ‘brand’ TBAAC and Allegheny Together in future press releases and via banners or signage. The committee wants to see if there is any funding to create a recognition banner that could be place at TBAAC projects. Julie will discuss this with Bill Rossey.

Business Development SAP Update: Dotty Roddey, Chair
· The promotion of the Tarentum First website was acknowledged to need an on-going effort by the TBAAC
· The committee was informed of a new initiative being provided by the County and TCA to provide the services of A.J. Ferguson to visit most of the downtown businesses to inform and encourage good sustainable business practices. Dotty has agreed to be A.J.’s primary contact in Tarentum. The TBAAC has invited A.J. to speak at the next meeting.

Architecture & Design SAP Update: Bill Herman, Chair
· There is not yet an announced deadline for Allegheny Restore applications.
· Work has begun on restoring four ghost signs in Tarentum. Bill Rossey has taken ‘before’ photos and has been asked to take a series of ‘in-progress’ pictures.

· The mural design has been approved, several artists have volunteered their services, and work on the mural will begin very shortly.

Community Life SAP Update: Debbie Shiring, Chair
· There was a discussion of setting up a subcommittee devoted to expanding community life ‘activities’ in the downtown. Debbie pointed out that there is a very active Recreation Board and she felt that they would be cooperative in any efforts to connect with the downtown.
· Debbie suggested that the third year anniversary of TBAAC (September) should be marked with a press release itemizing all of their accomplishments. The committee agreed and Debbie is willing to work on the article, with TCA’s help.

· Jim explained and announced that the Allegheny Health Department, Allegheny Together, and TCA are promoting a healthy living walking program for all Allegheny Together communities. Monica Wallace will be visiting the businesses to encourage their participation, provide the pedometers, and journals. 

· Debbie promised to take a photo of the sunflower garden and mail it to Jim.

Special Topic(s):
Mark addressed the committee about beginning the process of creating an RFP for the streetscape design and engineering phase for downtown improvements that was recently funded by a $60,000 CDBG award plus $15,000 from Tarentum. The goal will be to utilize previous design studies and create an overall design concept for the core and engineering/construction documents for an anticipated first phase.
The overall project process was explained and the committee picked either July 23rd or August 6th @ 9:00 am for the initial meeting with Jessica Mooney. With input and approval from the TBAAC, the County will write the RFP. TBAAC will screen RFP responses, select a short list of consultants to interview, then interview, and ultimately recommend to Council a firm to design and engineer the streetscape project.

There was a brief discussion with Bill Herman and his potential professional involvement with the project and his role on the TBAAC. Bill will investigate and report back to the committee.
Attendance:
Present:
Julie Hilliard, Organization Chair
Bill Herman, Architecture & Design Chair
Dotty Roddey, Business Development Chair
Debbie Shiring, Community Life Chair
Absent:

Bill Rossey, Borough Manager

Ray Kerr, At-Large

Matt Plocki, At-Large
Also in attendance:

Mark Peluso, TCA

Jim Galbraith, TCA

Lauren Weleski

Requests of TCA:
1. Invite A.J. Ferguson to attend the August meeting.
2. Assist Debbie with formulating a list of accomplishments.

3. Inquire about G-Tech sign at sunflower garden.

4. Schedule Steering Committee Meeting with Jessica Mooney (7/23 or 8/6)
5. Email this report to the committee. 

6. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

7. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.

Next Meeting:   Friday, August 6, 2010
Suggested Special Topics:
Better Communication among Merchants




Clean Storefront Campaign





Sustainable Business Practices

412-577-7447 or 724-728-9400
Fax: 724-728-6021

www.towncenter.info
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