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Tarentum Business Area Advisory Committee

Meeting Report
December 10, 2010

Strategic Action Plan Updates (TCA):                           
Organization SAP Update: Julie Hilliard, Chair
· Sustainable Pittsburgh will have another intern available in January to continue the efforts to demonstrate to business owners the advantages of practicing sustainable business practices.
· Julie indicated that she is still investigating the issue of the donated locomotive.

Business Development SAP Update: Dotty Roddey, Chair
· Town Center Associates has developed a ‘button’ that can be placed on the Borough’s website that will immediately link to the Downtown First Directory. Instructions and assistance will be available very soon.
Architecture & Design SAP Update: Bill Herman, Chair
· Dave Farkas explained the larger role PHLF will be playing in the Allegheny Restore process. They have a two track process; one for the approval of fairly modest improvements and the second track for the approval and construction management of more complex projects. Applications should be available in January.
· An initial draft is available for the Borough’s proposal for a revised zoning ordinance. Mark suggested the Steering Committee take an active role in scrutinizing the portions applicable to the downtown. This is the single best opportunity to set a vision and then provide enforcement mechanisms for the type of downtown we seek. Bill indicated that he knows of two businesses that have indicated their interest in applying this cycle.
· The committee requested that Bill Rossey send each Steering Committee member an electronic version of the proposed zoning ordinance where they will focus largely on section 265.402.

Community Life SAP Update: Debbie Shiring, Chair
· Debbie has contacted PHLF about creating a logo for the Farmer’s market.
Special Topic(s):
Recommendation of Streetscape Consultant - The Steering Committee carefully reviewed their notes from the interviews conducted on November 30th with E.G. & G, Klavon Design, Site Signatures, and W.R. & A.  Each firm’s presentation was discussed at length as to the strengths and weaknesses of their presentation and qualifications. Each member of the committee was asked to prioritize their choices and justify their opinion. Methodically the candidates were eliminated until the choice came down to two firms. The process of review and discussion was repeated focusing only on those two firms and a final vote taken. Although the committee was unanimous in the opinion that any of the applicants were more than qualified and would do a fine job, ultimately Whitman, Requardt, & Associates was selected as the firm that will be recommended to Borough Council to do the design and engineering for Tarentum’s streetscape.
Planned Giving – Jack Miller and David Farkas of PHLF made a presentation to the committee regarding the concept of planned giving of real estate assets in the downtown. Basically, there are a variety of legal agreements available that can be arranged between a property owner and a charitable organization that can protect a valuable property from inappropriate alteration or destruction well into the future while providing the current owner some significant tax and/or insurance benefits and a positive legacy to the community.

Each situation is unique and requires a specialist to determine which strategy would be most beneficial to the owner but can include outright gifts, gifts by will, charitable trusts, and easements. In the case of historically significant buildings the owner can negotiate specific perpetual restrictions on the building’s façade. Because these restrictions may initially lower the sale price of the property, tax benefits offset the loss, or even benefit the current owners. The benefit to the community is that a significant downtown property can be saved and remain a valuable asset architecturally and commercially.

PHLF is a specialist in this type of real estate transaction and is available to explore situations in the various Allegheny Together communities where the BDAC deems an important property might be threatened or its owner might benefit from such an arrangement. The BDAC was asked to consider where in their community a property might apply to such consideration.

Attendance:
Present:
Julie Hilliard, Organization Chair
Debbie Shiring, Community Life Chair
Bill Rossey, Borough Manager

Ray Kerr, At-Large
Absent:

Bill Herman, Architecture & Design Chair
Dotty Roddey, Business Development Chair
Matt Plocki, At-Large

Also in attendance:

Mark Peluso, TCA

Jim Galbraith, TCA

Tom Berecki, AVNCOG

Dave Farkas, PHLF

Hugh Kox, Council

Requests of TCA:
1. Email this report to the committee. 

2. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

3. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.

4. Request Bill Rossey to send the Steering Committee an electronic version of the proposed zoning ordinance.
5. Include zoning ordinance review in 2011 Action Plan
Next Meeting:   Friday, January 4, 2010
Suggested Special Topics:




Andrea Blenk, TCA – 2011 Action Plan



Planned Giving Candidates?



Discussion of Zoning Ordinance





Define Downtown (Primary & Secondary)





Section 265.402

412-577-7447 or 724-728-9400
Fax: 724-728-6021

www.towncenter.info
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