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Tarentum Business Area Advisory Committee

Meeting Report
February 19, 2010

Meeting Called to Order:     Last Month’s Meeting Report approved.
Strategic Action Plan Updates (TCA):                           
Organization SAP Update: Julie Hilliard, Chair
· The completed 2010 Action Plan will be delivered at next month’s meeting.
· It was suggested that the committee recruit two new at-large members of the BDAC to primarily assist with community life activities. Names will be presented for approval next month.

Business Development SAP Update: Dotty Roddey, Chair
· New Businesses/New Vacancies: None reported
· As part of the on-going business development effort it was suggested to the Board that a business owners’ reception be organized and scheduled for sometime in April or May. These arrangements will be discussed in detail next month.

Architecture & Design SAP Update: Bill Herman, Chair
· The TreeVitalize initiative was explained to the committee and it was suggested the Borough send one person to one of their classes. It was felt that Council might provide the funds to send someone to a class.

· No new information on the streetscape project other than an RFP is being developed.

· Beginning on Saturday, Feb. 20, four CMU interns will begin working with the Borough and developer on creating a Feasibility Study for the proposed Corbett Street project.

Community Life SAP Update: Debbie Shiring, Chair
· The requested Master List of Events & Activities will be ready next month.
· One new event in Tarentum is the ‘Antiques in the Park’.

· There is still some debate on the best location for the Farmer’s Market, but it appears that it will remain near the former train station on Sixth Ave.

· Bill Rossey explained the Borough’s automated call system and suggested that it could be used to promote and remind residents of community events.

Special Topic(s):

· G-Tech Sunflower Gardens: Chris Koch introduced the G-Tech Sunflower Garden initiative explaining that it plants bio-energy gardens in urban area to address blighted lots, improve the soil conditions and appearance of the property, and serve as a transitional project for the community to foresee and possibly develop new possibilities such as parklets, etc. Potential sites should be in or adjoining the core business district, of high visibility, and with a demonstrated community commitment to the project. G-Tech will examine the suggested sites and do soil testing where needed. All planning resources and equipment will be provided by G-Tech with planting to occur in May and the harvest in October.  The application should focus on one or two sites and be submitted to Jessica Mooney by March 10, 2010. Applicants will be notified by April 1 whether their bid has been successful or not. Tim Rapp, Borough Council President, indicated his willingness to lead the project with the assistance of Bill Rossey.
Attendance:

Present:
Julie Hilliard, Organization Chair
Debbie Shiring, Community Life Chair
Bill Rossey, Borough Manager
Absent:

Bill Herman, Architecture & Design Chair
Dotty Roddey, Business Development Chair
Also in attendance:

Andrea Blenk, TCA

Jim Galbraith, TCA

Chris Koch, G-Tech

REQUESTS OF TCA:
1. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.

2. Email this report to the committee. 

3. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

Next Meeting:   Friday, March 19, 2010

Suggested Special Topics:
New at-large members





Merchant Breakfast






Final Targeted Business List






Community Life Master List

412-577-7447 or  724-728-9400
fax: 724-728-6021

www.towncenter.info
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