Tarentum Business Area Advisory Committee
September 23, 2009
Tarentum BAAC Initiative Updates:

ORGANIZATION, Julie Hilliard, Committee Chair:

· Signage work session was rescheduled for Tuesday, 10/20 at 9 AM in Bill Herman’s office.
· Discussion was held regarding the upcoming mayoral election.

· Mark, TCA, explained continued membership option in the Allegheny Together Program and information was passed out to the committee regarding the program. Mark also explained how the program currently is structured with municipalities financially participating in years 2 & 3. Mark pointed out that the initial pilot towns were fortunate to not have to participate financially in the first three years. 

· Mark and Andrea also met with Bill Rossey prior to the meeting to discuss continued membership in Allegheny Together.

· Debbie made a motion for Bill Rossey to request allocation in the upcoming municipal budget for professional assistance for the BDAC to continue with the Allegheny Together Program in 2010-2011. Bill Herman seconded the motion and all were in favor.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, Dotty Roddy, Committee Chair: 
· Chief Bill Vakulick attended the meeting and gave a safety update regarding the central business district as relates to crime statistics.
· Overall calls for service are down from 2008 to 2009.

· Family Services seems to create many of the existing calls/issues within the central business district.

· The Chief provided statistics for Corbet St., East 5th Ave., and 6th Avenue for the period of 1/1/08 through 9/30/08 against data for 1/1/09 to 9/30/09.

· Dotty held a business development merchants meeting. Despite difficulties in getting merchants to attend, she hopes to hold such a meeting quarterly.

· She discussed creating a, “why put a business in Tarentum list” for potential businesses.

· The merchants who attended the meeting are interested in “what the committee has done since its inception in 2007.” Andrea mentioned that the committee could use their annual list of accomplishments compiled by TCA to provide more clarity on what the committee has been doing.

· Mark suggested using the Downtown First program developed by TCA as a topic for the next merchant meeting.

· Dotty mentioned that the merchant’s believe the one and only purpose of the Allegheny Together Program is Allegheny Restores.

COMMUNITY LIFE, Debbie Shiring, Initiative Leader:

· The farmer’s market has been reportedly slow.
· The farmers would like to have an Oktoberfest with a band, etc., but they want Debbie to coordinate this. Debbie feels they need to organize themselves as a committee. A discussion was held regarding needing additional volunteer help to continue the market and some type of committee.

· There was a discussion regarding Christmas in the Park.

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN, Bill Herman, Initiative Leader: 
· Bill would like to invite some business owners in town with signage issues to the signage work session.
· It was noted that a CDBG application was made requesting $60K for Design and Engineering with a $15K borough match, thus hopefully obtaining $75K for this purpose. This application has not been approved as of yet.

· Bill will send a letter of support from the committee to the County regarding this application.

· A discussion was held on the complaints about the architectural process involved with an Allegheny Restores project and how long the process takes.

NEXT MEETING:  Friday, 10/23/09 at 9 AM at First Commonwealth Bank
Committee Members Attending: 
Julie Hilliard

Debbie Shiring 

Dotty Roddy
Bill Herman
Bill Rossey, Borough Manager

Absent:

Others in Attendance:

Andrea Blenk, TCA
Mark Peluso, TCA
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Send meeting report to committee. -A
2. Print meeting report to be inserted in manuals for next meeting (7 copies). -MP
3. Send Meeting Reminder for next meeting via email (see change in location). -MP
4. Email committee to request downtown recognition recipient, events, and any other e-newsletter highlights. –A
5. Email Bill H. letterhead for the committee. –A

6. Email Bill H. points referencing CDBG. –A

7. Email Julie with Ethan’s agenda for next meeting. –A

8. Email Dotty Community Life long term goals and 2007 and 2008 accomplishments. -MP

