Tarentum Business Area Advisory Committee
May 6, 2009
Tarentum BAAC Initiative Updates:

ORGANIZATION, Julie Hilliard, Committee Chair:

· Committee discussed possible business development chair candidate; Jay at the beer store was mentioned as someone Bill Rossey has been encouraging to get involved with the committee.  Jay has a lot of connections in the town and through his family, who owns hotels.  They are searching because there is “too much work to do” under business development, and Dottie, a banker, feels that people may see her activity as co-chair as a conflict of interest on her part.

· Question to Mark Peluso about the “profile” of a business development chairperson; Mark encouraged the committee to also look for a person of professional background such as the optometrist in Stowe Township.  

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, Lauren Weleski, Committee Chair: 
· Logan Paint has closed.  Owner has signed an agreement with someone who wants to open a used bookstore and apply for a possible façade grant.

· VFW bought the empty Moose Lodge.  They will spend up to a year renovating the property; then move—the VFW membership has dropped and they no longer have bingo.  After the move the VFW will put their building up for sale.  VFW is attached to the Valley Dispatch building.

· Vacant Church on the corner has a clear deed and backed monies are owed.  Committee would like to find an interested party to purchase the church.  Buyer would need $20K plus $4,000 in fees.  PHLF Vacant Property program would fit with this site.

· Salvation Army Building:  Estimate to fix roof and HVAC came to $100,000 and SA will sell building for $20,000.

· Kumer’s Bakery:  Abundant Joy wants to negotiate a purchase and open a deli and sandwich shop.

· New Businesses Since Last Meeting:  Ebay store opened; Steel City Pizza replaced Leo’s Chinese (4th Avenue) ; these needs letter, and Mary Ellen will send.

· Bangor’s Bar closed but has a new owner; it is now called “The Bar” (202 5th Ave.)

· Winston’s was sold to Robert Talerico, and will be called Rocco’s.   It is too early to send a letter.  It will be a bar/restaurant and feature Italian food.

· Dermatope Pathology/ Medical Testing (Rabkin?) will be in town by the end of May, located on 2nd Avenue at the former 2nd Ward School.

· Brackenridge Mill: Bill said they are moving ahead with tearing things down.  Was told they reached an agreement with the Fireman’s Club to build.  The project is projected to see $1.4 billion in construction over a 5-year period.  The company is committed to keep jobs in Tarentum and the activity of this project would mean a lot to the businesses in town and business development in general.

COMMUNITY LIFE, Debbie Shiring, Initiative Leader:

· Debbie reported that the Farmer’s Market has a few more vendors and some vendors from last year.  

· Set-up of the market is still a concern but Bill Rossey said that he would assign a borough employee to help set up the Farmer’s Market.  

· A letter to the businesses letting them know of the market and to patronize it will be sent.  

· Summer concert schedule will be posted on the website.

ARCHITECTURE & 
DESIGN, Bill Herman, Initiative Leader: 

· Bill Herman reported that PHLF revised the sign ordinance April 29.  On April 23 there was a work session envisioning what signs should look like.  Bill mentioned the Code and the Scottdale Sign Ordinance.  PHLF thought that that ordinance would be applicable to Tarentum as well.  

· Suggestions:  1)  Adopt amendment to put teeth into current ordinance if they could not adopt a new ordinance.  2)  Or, adopt new ordinance.

· Façade Grants:  Lance said that 4 applications have been received:  Hometown Deli; Tracy Christopher; Bill Herman’s building are included.  

· There are 14 total properties participating at this time; Gattos and Blackburn’s most notable.

· PHLF had been to Tarentum for a decorative rail study:  Lance felt it was wise to reprogram the $50K; Tarentum does not want to lose the monies.  Question:   Could the committee take action on a recommendation, possibly a 5th or 6th Avenue project?  

· Corners could be made ADA accessible from the park through the business district.  Bill Rossey has identified all intersections.  Mark expressed concern that they will ask for a project that costs too much and the RFP will never be awarded. Bill Herman said the RFP was broken into small bites as part of a long-term comprehensive plan.   There is a May 29th deadline.

DISCUSSION TOPIC:

· Elaine Savoldi, Commercial Real Estate Specialist at Town Center Associates, led a workshop to guide the group through the process of identifying an official Targeted Business List for Tarentum, and the benefits of having said list.  
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REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Send meeting report to committee. 
2. Print meeting report to be inserted in manuals for next meeting ( 9 copies).
3. Bring March meeting report copies to May meeting. 
4. Send Meeting Reminder for next meeting via email. 
5. Send any welcome letters and make any database updates regarding business (see Business Development section of the report).

