Tarentum Business Area Advisory Committee
July 22, 2009
Tarentum BAAC Initiative Updates:

ORGANIZATION, Julie Hilliard, Committee Chair:

· The potential buyer for the vacant church that was discussed last month has backed out of the deal.
· As a correction to last month’s notes, Jeff Parker has NOT settled his past-due tax account and no money has been reallocated.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
· After a lot of discussion regarding the vacant Business Development Chair, Dotty Roddy has agreed to fill this position on a trial basis for three to six months. BAAC would like for Chuck Blackburn to continue to serve on the committee as a general committee member.
· Committee members decided to create a Business Development support committee to assist Dotty and focus BAAC efforts in that direction.
· A work session has been scheduled for August 7, 2009 (9:00 am) to focus on business development strategies.

· Bill Herman has volunteered to work on a core district graphic to map activity within the core business district (façade improvement, vacancies, leases, sales, etc.)

COMMUNITY LIFE, Debbie Shiring, Initiative Leader:

· The Tarentum Farmer’s Market is going well.
· Debbie is looking for demonstrators and entertainers for the market.

· Looking to get a sign to direct people off the highway to the market.
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN, Bill Herman, Initiative Leader: 

· A new signage ordinance is being developed while there seems to be a serious problem with a lack of enforcement of existing regulations.
· Bill is analyzing the existing language and will get PHLF’s template for signage regulations and wants a copy of Scottsdale’s code for examination.
· The goal is to complete new ordinance for December.

· A BAAC work session was scheduled for Sept. 11, 2009 to focus on signage.

· Mark suggested that the next distribution of information to businesses by TCA (Dec) could include the new signage regulations.

· With the realization that there was some funding already allocated for Tarentum by the County Economic Development Fund, but unspent, Bill Herman volunteered to send a letter in the Board’s name to the County requesting the $100,000 earmarked for the decorative fencing along 5th/6th Avenue.

· The pre-application deadline for CDBG streetscape funding has passed, but the deadline for formal application is near. Therefore, Bill Herman made the motion to apply for $75,000 to initiate a design and engineering study for comprehensive streetscape improvements. The motion was seconded by Julie Hilliard and passed unanimously.
DISCUSSION TOPIC:
· Mark suggested that the committee add two more community members to the BAAC to increase community involvement and serve as a feeder system for committee vacancies. Since Dotty has agreed to serve as the Business Development Chair, Chuck Blackburn would serve as one of the additional committee members, leaving one new opening.
NEXT MEETING:  Monday, August 24, 2009 at 9 AM at in the Borough Building.

Committee Members Attending: 

Julie Hilliard

Dotty Roddy

Debbie Shiring

Bill Herman
Bill Rossey, Borough Manager

Others in Attendance:

Mark Peluso, TCA
Jim Galbraith, TCA
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Send meeting report to committee.

2. Print meeting report to be inserted in manuals for next meeting.
3. Send Meeting Reminder for next meeting via email.
4. Update new businesses and vacancies as per this report.
5. Send Scottsdale Signage Ordinance to Tarentum BAAC.

6. Create new data collection form.
