Tarentum Business Area Advisory Committee
October 23, 2009
Tarentum BAAC Initiative Updates:

ORGANIZATION, Julie Hilliard, Committee Chair:

· Julie promised to follow-up with Bill Rossey and Bill Herman to lobby and write letters of support for the CDBG application.
· There is nothing new to report on Borough funding for funding the 4th year of a consultant for Allegheny Together. Julie will follow up with Bill R.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, Dottie Roddey, Committee Chair
· Met with Bill Rossey and merchants to address their concerns. Observed that many were caught up in complaints over past issues. There’s a need to move forward.
· Diamond Antiques has completed their Allegheny Restore façade improvement.
COMMUNITY LIFE, Debbie Shiring, Initiative Leader:

· There was a review of this year’s farmers Market and it is believed that next year’s market might be better served if moved to the park. Debbie will explore that idea further.
· The Recreation Board has sponsored a competition for merchants to create scarecrows outside their business and the results are encouraging.
· An idea was advanced to sponsor some type of Christmas decorating competition, either with business shop windows or along 1st Ave. where the Carriage Rides will be held  (12/12).
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN, Bill Herman, Initiative Leader: 

· Shaun Yucurba presented a written report (Special Project)  with conceptual drawings on the proposed improvements to the Tarentum Railroad Promenade. This was built upon the previous 2008 Urban Design Associates plan. 
· Discussion followed on the phased approach to funding and construction. It is believed that, if awarded the CDBG money, most of that money could complete phase one (removal of jersey barrier, and the installation of new railing). Phase two would include building sidewalks, bump-outs, planters, benches, etc. 
· There was discussion about creating an adopt-a-tree type program for phase 2 where residents, etc. could purchase a tree, bench, etc. with a nameplate for this phase of the streetscape.

· Julie will speak with Bill R. about the ability to utilize the $75K in CDBG funding and borough matching to complete phase one.

· The Committee felt that once a favorable decision has been received it will be time to hold a public meeting to build public support. Ethan offered to make a presentation when the time comes.

DISCUSSION TOPIC:

NEXT MEETING:  Friday, December 4th at 9 AM at the Commonwealth Bank.

Committee Members Attending: 

Julie Hilliard

Dotty Roddy

Debbie Shiring

Absent:

Bill Herman
Others in Attendance:

Andrea Blenk, TCA
Jim Galbraith, TCA

Ethan Raup, PHLF

Shaun Yucurba, PHAL
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Send meeting report to committee. -JG
2. Print meeting report to be inserted in manuals for next meeting. -MP
3. Send Meeting Reminder for next meeting via email. -MP
4. Check on the possible award date and status of $60,000 CDBG application. -JG
5. Secure promised newsletters articles. –JG
6. Send Debbie info. about other communities that have done streetscape adopt a bench, tree, brick type programs. –MD

7. Take photos of Diamond Antiques and scarecrows for newsletter. –AB

8. Ascertain the number of hits that the Tarentum newsletter is getting and email to Debbie. -MD
