Swissvale Business District Advisory Committee
July 21, 2009
Swissvale BDAC:
ORGANIZATION, Charles Nied, Committee Chair:
· A BDAC report was given to the Borough Council on June 24, 2009 by Organization Chair, Charles Nied.

· Council agreed that Borough Secretary Amanda Ford should attend BDAC meetings.

· It was agreed that improved communications must be maintained between Council and the BDAC. 
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN, Tim Ward, Initiative Leader: 

· A CBDG application has been submitted to the County by the Borough Engineer in the amount of $100,000 for a streetscape design and engineering study. Such a study is required before funds can be sought to implement the Swissvale Streetscape Master Plan. 
· Amanda Ford will verify that it was submitted and forward information to TCA.
· As a prelude to PHLF completing conceptual renderings for the Filmet Building and its’   recommended usage, as directed at the June Meeting, arrangements will be made to allow Ethan Raup entry into the vacant building.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, Charlie Nied, Initiative Leader:
· Singled out for recognition in the upcoming newsletter will be Krohmaly Printing of 7425 Washington Street. Details will be forwarded to Mary Ellen by Jo Ellen.
COMMUNITY LIFE, Jo Ellen Welsh, Initiative Leader:

· Jo Ellen is creating a community calendar and will forward it to Mary Ellen.
DISCUSSION TOPIC:
· Preliminary Report: PHLF (Ethan Raup) presented some preliminary findings concerning the ownership and responsibility for the Washington Avenue Bridge and offered some suggestions for its revitalization (Reference PHLF Report: Washington Avenue Bridge, Swissvale: Options and Strategies). Generally the initial impression is that the structure is basically sound, requiring only the replacement of railings. Since Swissvale is responsible for maintenance of the upper deck, the recommendation is to consider a cosmetic restoration.
· BDAC requested that PHLF confirm ownership and responsibility issues (Norfolk Southern, Port Authority, Swissvale) and cost out a cosmetic restoration for presentation at next month’s meeting.

· Mark Peluso recommended that the committee select two community members to be added to the BDAC as a way to increase community involvement and serve as a feeder system to replace vacant chairs. Committee members will make recommendations at the next meeting.

Committee Members Attending: 

Tim Ward

Charles Nied

Jo Ellen Welsh

Amanda Ford, Borough Secretary
Absent

Marty Busch, Swissvale Borough Council Liaison
Also in Attendance:
Mark Peluso, TCA
Jim Galbraith, TCA
Ethan Raup, PHLF

Evan, PHLF Intern

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, August 11, 2009 at 7 PM



Washington Ave. Bridge.


2009 Swissvale Action Plan
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Email this report to committee and council. 
2. Print 7 copies of this report for next meeting. 
3. Send meeting reminder for the next meeting.
4. Confirm submission of CDBG streetscape application.

5. Recognition award is to be given to Krohmaly Printing. Charles Nied will provide Mary Ellen with details.
