Swissvale Business District Advisory Committee
February 17, 2009
Swissvale BDAC:
ORGANIZATION, Charles Nied, Committee Chair:
· It was reported that Ken Johnston did file application with Tourism.  TCA will follow-up with Jessica to see if they have received the application.

· Rich will be the new business development initiative leader.

· Charlie reported that there should be 3 or 4 businesses applying for this round of Allegheny Restores.
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN, Tim Ward, Initiative Leader: 

· Tim reported that he has not heard anything as yet on the Smart Transportation grant.
· Tim also reported that SEDCO is moving on with the other side of the busway, a $3.3M redevelopment of the neighborhood across the bridge.

· Tim asked about the property that the group had discussed acquiring to utilize as a town center.  The committee discussed putting on the action plan under either architecture and design or business development in 2009.  It was decided that it should be an important project under architecture and design.  In addition, it should be designed along with the Design and Engineering of the streetscape.  The committee needs to address: what can be done; could it be gifted; could it be taken with imminent domain; could it be condemned.  The committee would like to have a professional appraisal done.  SEDCO would possibly fund the appraisal.  Charlie will talk with Mary, the property owner, to see if she’ll allow the appraisal to be done.  BDAC can then consider looking for funding sources.

· 2004 Noble Street…this project is still being pursued by PHLF.  If they can get it gifted, it would go to PHLF, and then back to SEDCO or whatever entity the committee wishes.  PHLF hasn’t decided to renovate or not at this time.  They still believe they can get the funding.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, Rich Gribenas, Initiative Leader:
· Rich was absent therefore there was no formal Business Development report.
COMMUNITY LIFE, Jo Ellen Welsh, Initiative Leader:

· There was a discussion following-up last month’s topic of possible interest free loans.  Jo Ellen talked to Nancy at Citizen’s Bank and sent her information.  Nancy is to get back to Jo Ellen.  Also, Charile is waiting to hear back from Nathan at First Commonwealth.
· Jo Ellen is having difficulty with the Farmer’s Market for this year.  The Farmer’s Market on Wheels is in a transition and so they aren’t making any commitments right now.  The other options include leading a completely volunteer based market, however this isn’t possible due to the time this would involve.  Jo Ellen feels that there are other Community Life activities that can be pursued with their time instead.  

· Upcoming calendar of events includes: Clean-Up, May 16; Community Days, July 10 and 11, Dixon Field; and the Lenten Fish Fry every Friday during Lent, Madonna Del Castello Church, 412-271-5666 (Kelly or Fr. John)

· It was noted that the Community Days committee may be doing other fundraisers.
· It was also noted that Swissvale is getting a K9 officer and dog.

TCA UPDATE:
· TCA will provide a summary of the 2008 committee accomplishments at the March meeting.
· TCA will begin the 2009 Action Plan with the obvious next steps and those we’ve discussed during committee meetings.

· TCA asked committee members to use the provided worksheets to identify any other next steps that they feel are missing or needed to add to the action plan.  Members are to mail these back to TCA in the SASE within the next two weeks.

· TCA reviewed possible design and engineering funding sources with the committee including: 1) Tourism; 2) Smart Transportation; and 3) Allegheny Together’s program for streetscape support.

· Mark reiterated the monies that have already been made available including: 1) Professional support via TCA and PHLF; 2) Allegheny Restores; 3) Special Project monies; and 4) the streetscape support program.

· Mark reviewed the two new business development programs offered through TCA

1. Downtown First- a buy local program and

2. Downtown Properties

· Mark discussed the issues surrounding the 17 vacant units on Noble and Washington Streets which represents 80 units and 161K square feet.  Of these 17, NONE are on the market for sale or lease.  A discussion ensued about if Downtown Properties is unable to get to the root of the problem, then can code enforcement utilized to assist with the problem.
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Next Meeting: Tues, 3/17/09 at 7 PM

REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Check with Jessica about Tourism application. (MJP/AB)

2. Bring manual for Rich to March meeting. (AB)
3. Email this report to committee and council. (AB)
4. Print 7 copies of this report for next meeting. (MEP)
5. Send meeting reminder for 3/17/09 meeting. (MEP)
