Swissvale Business District Advisory Committee
Meeting Report

December 16, 2008
Swissvale BDAC:
ORGANIZATION, Charles Nied, Committee Chair:
The committee was informed that there is a new acting Borough Manager: Amanda Ford.

A discussion ensued as to committee members finalizing any remaining action plan activities for 2008.  Jo Ellen conveyed that she has been wrapping up all of her remaining tasks.   All are completed with the exception of having a discussion with Carmen Russo (Public Works), which she will do in early 2009, in order to better understand downtown cleaning and maintenance issues.
There were two building owners in attendance who were interested in the Allegheny Restores program.  The committee discussed the process with them, gave them information about the application process, and encouraged them to take advantage of this important incentive program being provided through the Allegheny Together initiative.

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN, Tim Ward, Initiative Leader: 

No report as Tim was not in attendance.
Mark Peluso reported that TCA confirmed with the County that the Borough had not submitted an application for the Tourism grant relative to streetscape design and engineering.  Mark Peluso volunteered to discuss this situation with the County to determine whether or not it may still be possible to move forward with an application under this program.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, Tony Veltre, Initiative Leader:
No report as Tony was not in attendance.
The committee reviewed new businesses in town:

· Art & Book Learning Center – 2027 Noble Street

· Premier Photo Works – 7432 Washington Street

· Community Flower Shop – 1703 Monongahela Avenue

· Skyblue 7 Gallery – 1709 Monongahela Avenue 

Each new business will be sent a welcome letter on behalf of the committee.  TCA will prepare letters to be reviewed and signed by Charlie.  
No new vacancies were reported.

COMMUNITY LIFE, Jo Ellen Welsh, Initiative Leader:

Jo Ellen reported that they have been discussing the viability of creating a permanent “farm stand”.  She said that Marie Swallow with MVI has volunteered to help with this, and Jo Ellen will be getting together with her after the holidays.
TOWN CENTER REPORT:
The committee was informed that in discussions with PHLF, it was learned that it will not be possible to complete the acquisition of the property 2004 Noble Street prior to the end of 2008.  However, PHLF still believes that it still may be possible to move forward with this project in 2009 if needed funding can be secured.  PHLF will continue their efforts on this possible acquisition.

Mark once again discussed the PHLF model stand alone signage ordinance that is being drafted.  It is anticipated that a draft of this may be available by February or March, and encouraged the committee to be prepared to work closely with Council in moving this through the zoning approval process once completed.
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Next Meeting: Tues, 1/20/09 at 7 PM

