Swissvale Business District Advisory Committee
November 18, 2008
Swissvale BDAC:
The meeting began with a general discussion relative to an identified funding source, Smart Transportation.  Discussion followed as to whether or not Larry Focareta had completed the application for design and engineering dollars for which he had requested a summary of phase one of the streetscape project.  It was decided that the committee should ask Marty to follow up with Larry on the COG application.  Jo Ellen agreed to send an email to Marty and to copy the mayor and council members.  Charlie will follow-up with a phone call to Marty to insure he has received the email and to ascertain the status of the application.

Tim will send PennDot Smart Transportation info. to the mayor and council.  Tim requested TCA’s scope of work so that the committee understands what they can request of TCA.  The committee agreed that they would want to apply to PennDot Smart Transportation for phase one funding only and utilize other possible funding sources for future phases. Tim agreed to work on the PennDot application and hoped to have something together before Thanksgiving.
Mark Peluso, TCA, took a few minutes to review the meeting format and the need for the committee to present quick updates of each initiative followed by an in depth discussion of special topics for the evening.  This should be done while utilizing the action plan as the guide for the format of the meeting to insure all action plan items are being completed.
ORGANIZATION, Charles Nied, Committee Chair:
Charlie reviewed new businesses in town.  Each new business was sent a welcome letter on behalf of the committee.  TCA completed letters which Charlie signed and copies were provided for Charlie.  
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN, Tim Ward, Initiative Leader: 

Tim joined the enterprise zone and Sedco joined, opportunities are there for funding.

Tim will work on the PennDot grant and go for construction phase. TCA will get summary of phases for Tim. 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, Tony Veltre, Initiative Leader:
No report as Tony was not in attendance.
COMMUNITY LIFE, Jo Ellen Welsh, Initiative Leader:

· Light up night is Sat., Dec 6th
· Big tree is in parking lot waiting for decorations

· Rotary is buying snowflakes

· Tree planting by Nine Mile Run Watershed will be the Downtown Recognition Recipient for this quarter.
DISCUSSION TOPICS:
The committee reviewed the Community Life action plan page.  Completed items were identified.  The idea of another volunteer to run the farmer’s market was discussed.  Tim volunteered to email Maria about having a discussion on this topic.  The need to identify potential volunteers was discussed.  The group already had a list and Jo Ellen agreed to compile the list and provide it to the group and to TCA.  Jo Ellen will review the balance of the Community Life Action Plan page and discuss completed activities with Andrea sometime this month.  

Mark Peluso discussed the summary of the Allegheny Restores applications that were received by the County and that there were, unfortunately, no applications from Swissvale at this time.  He explained that the County is considering changing the application deadline process to expand additional times when the applications will be accepted and reviewed.  
Mark also discussed the PHLF model stand alone signage ordinance that is being drafted.  He explained that this would be a template that could be used for any town and would meet the design guidelines.  The committee discussed putting this on the Action Plan in January so that signage and zoning concerns relative to Swissvale can be addressed.
Committee Members Attending: 

Tim Ward

Charles Nied

Jo Ellen Welsh
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Tony Veltre
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TCA Staff Attending:

Andrea Blenk

Mark Peluso

Next Meeting: Tues, 12/16/08 at 7 PM

REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Summary of streetscape phases for Tim for use with Smart Transportation application.
2. New manual for Charlie.

3. Tim needs a new copy of the action plan.
4. Get TCA’s scope of work to Tim.

5. Check back with Jo Ellen once she has had the opportunity to review the rest of the Community Life page of activities.
6. Email this report to committee and council.

7. Print 7 copies of this report for next meeting.

8. Send meeting reminder for 12/16 meeting.
