Swissvale Business District Advisory Committee
January 20, 2009
Swissvale BDAC:
Marty indicated that there was at Tourism grant application being made for $85K by the fire chief, Ken Johnston (412-271-7101) for Design and Engineering monies for streetscape.  TCA will call Ken to confirm the application and to confirm the funding source for the application.  The committee also confirmed that Tim Ward made application through Smart Transportation back in December.
ORGANIZATION, Charles Nied, Committee Chair:
Charlie introduced Rich Gribenas owner of Pixie Studio on Noble St.  Rich will be joining the committee as part of Business Development.  Rich owns both property and a business in the central business district.  Rich will now be the Business Development Chair.  Charlie requested a manual for Rich.

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN, Tim Ward, Initiative Leader: 

Tim Ward was absent therefore there was no formal Architecture and Design report.
Jo Ellen questioned as to whether TCA had sent Mr. Erlandson who attended the December meeting information on Allegheny Restores.  TCA had sent him the information distributed at business visits but not an application for Allegheny Restores.  TCA will follow-up and send this to him as well.  His address:

Alvar R. Erlandson, 2225 Hampton St., Swissvale, PA 15218, 412-241-8181 and 412-215-0396.  The next deadline for the Allegheny Restores application is March 27, 2009.

Charile also requested that TCA send 2 printed copies of the application to him and one to Marty.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, Tony Veltre, Initiative Leader:
Tony Veltre was absent therefore there was no formal Business Development report.
COMMUNITY LIFE, Jo Ellen Welsh, Initiative Leader:

Jo Ellen is working with Marie at MVI to work on a permanent Farmer’s Market area.  Marie has done extensive research and both Marie and Jo Ellen feel it is best to continue working with the Farmer’s Market Alliance.  She also noted that Swissvale needs to do more advertising for the Market.  She noted that it seems that the farmers are spread thin as there are many farmers’ markets in the Pittsburgh area.  Swissvale would need too many volunteers to run a market independent of the Farmer’s Market Alliance.  They also discussed that Swissvale could team up with Braddock but they are not certain that that is a good idea.  If the farmers are selling their goods in Braddock and to restaurants, there is a concern that they will not have enough goods for Swissvale as well.  Jo Ellen also noted that SEDCO can bring in other vending interests as well as selling other products.  Thursdays and Fridays seem to be the hardest days to get farmers.  The committee feels the municipal lot is still the best location for the farmers’ market stand.
DISCUSSION TOPICS:
Allegheny Restores-

Mark Peluso began a discussion regarding the low interest, non-collateralized loan as offered through First Commonwealth in Tarentum to applicants of the Allegheny Restores Program.  He explained the value of the public/private teaming together for the benefit of the downtown.  This began a discussion about how something like this might happen in Swissvale.  It was agreed that Jo Ellen and Charlie would contact 2 local banks, Citizen’s on Irvine St. (Nancy Grahm, 412-271-2851) and First Commonwealth in Regent’s Square (Nathan Cuip) to discuss the possibility of a similar program.  TCA will assist any bankers who contact us with the information that they need about the program.
Draft Signage Ordinance-

The draft signage ordinance will be ready in March from PHLF.  The draft will need to go to the Planning Commission.  Jo Ellen will update the Planning Commission at the 1/29/09 meeting.  Current signage controls include whatever is in the current ordinance and the committee’s and County’s design guidelines (if they are using the Allegheny Restores Program).

Marty questioned whether painting as part of a façade project included only the front façade.  TCA will inquire with the County.

Business Development Programs-

Mark Peluso discussed 2 upcoming TCA programs for Business Development.  The first focuses on business retention.  This program, Downtown First, will assist current businesses in promoting buying locally.  The second program focuses on business recruitment.  This program, Downtown Properties, will help to support local property owners and local real estate professionals who are trying to fill up vacancies.

The committee noted that they believe that there should be at least 3 applications for the Allegheny Restores March application deadline.

Committee Members Attending: 

Tim Ward

Charles Nied

Jo Ellen Welsh
Rich Gribenas
Absent
Tony Veltre
Also in Attendance:
Marty Busch, Swissvale Borough Council Liaison 

Andrea Blenk, TCA
Mark Peluso, TCA
Next Meeting: Tues, 2/17/09 at 7 PM

REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Make a manual for Rich. (KN)
2. Email this report to committee and council. (AB)
3. Print 7 copies of this report for next meeting. (MEP)
4. Send meeting reminder for 2/17/09 meeting. (MEP)
5. Call Ken Johnston regarding D&E application. (AB)

6. Did MEP send letters to new businesses after Dec. ’08 meeting? (AB)
7. Print and send Allegheny Restores application to Alvar Erlandson. (MEP)

8. Follow up with call to Alvar. (AB)

9. Send requested application print outs to Charlie (2) and Marty. (MEP)

10. Email Allegheny Restores article to Marty. (AB)

11. Provide information to Swissvale bankers as requested. (AB)

12. Inquire with County as to Marty’s question re: façade work. (AB)

