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Swissvale Business District Advisory Committee

Meeting Report
May 18, 2010

Strategic Action Plan Updates (TCA):                           
Organization SAP Update: Charles Nied, Chair
· The response to last week’s Merchant Breakfast was very positive with a good turnout of merchants who were very responsive to the presentations.
· The Sunflower Garden Project is moving forward with the planting of 1,000 seeds on Saturday, May 22nd by thirty volunteers. The site is on Monongehela Ave. next to the Triangle Bar.
· Two individuals were selected as the new At-Large members of BDAC:  Marlon Jones & Greg Lugana.

Business Development SAP Update: Jim Segedy, Chair
· Reported Vacancy: It was reported that Hohman’s Cleaners suddenly closed recently without explanation (7542 Noble St.). A sign on the door indicates it might be temporary.
· Jim Galbraith pointed out that for the Swissvale First campaign to be effective it will require on-going promotion.

· There was a long discussion on the idea of creating a ‘welcome packet’ for any individual who applies for an occupancy permit. The idea is to be welcoming, helpful, and generally much more business friendly. It was decided that this should be a Special Topic for next month.

Architecture & Design SAP Update: Tim Ward, Chair
· The owner of the Triangle Bar on Monongehela Ave. would like to build a parking lot across the street on land where some structures were recently demolished. The current property owner seems willing to some type of agreement and Tim will investigate.
· The BDAC was reminded that if Swissvale continues in the Allegheny Together Program after August it would be beneficial to plan for a strong campaign this summer to encourage business applications for the Allegheny Restores Program.
Community Life SAP Update: Jo Ellen Welsh, Chair
· No Report

· The recent clean-up day was reportedly a big success. 
Special Topic(s):
Police Report:  This report was postponed until next month.
Streetscape Update:  On April 27th there was a scheduled meeting with Jessica Mooney from ACED to formulate a draft RFP for a design and engineering CDBG grant.  A productive discussion provided Jessica with the information needed to complete the RFP by June 1st. If any member of BDAC had any further suggestions they were to contact Jessica. At tonight’s meeting the BDAC was encouraged to begin exploring other funding opportunities to ultimately pay for implementing the streetscape plan, as encouraged by Jessica. The Borough Engineer has since made a general CDBG application for $200,000.  Amanda will contact Jessica Mooney to see if any further information is needed.
Attendance:

Present:
Charles Nied, Organization Chair
Tim Ward, Architecture & Design Chair
Jim Segedy, Business Development Chair

Amanda Ford, Borough Manager
Absent:

Jo Ellen Welsh, Community Life Chair
Also in attendance:
Jim Galbraith, TCA



Deneen Schwartzwelder, Mayor


Michele Stanton, Council



Greg Lugana, resident



Marlon Jones, resident

Requests of TCA:
1. Make two At-Large Packets

a. Greg Lugana, 2212 Hampton Ave., 412 519-6730, giagana@andrew.cmu.edu
b. Marlon Jones, 2511 Woodstock Ave., 412 383-4906, jonesm@NSABP.Pitt.edu  

2. Request an enlarged conceptual drawing from ACED for promotional use.

3. Make new Swissvale contact sheetEmail this report to the committee. 

4. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

5. Make 10 copies for meeting of this report.
Next Meeting:   June 15, 2010
Suggested Special Topics:
Business Packets




Police Report & Discussion

412-577-7447 or 724-728-9400
Fax: 724-728-6021

www.towncenter.info
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