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Swissvale Business District Advisory Committee

Meeting Report
June 15, 2010

Strategic Action Plan Updates (TCA):                           
Organization SAP Update: Charles Nied, Chair
· Jim gave the committee a copy of the Success book to share that documents successful ‘Main Street’ progress around the county.
· The CMU Intern that was proposed for Swissvale this summer to assist with business development, etc. has accepted a position elsewhere.

· Note a change of day for next month’s meeting; Monday, July 12, 2010.

Business Development SAP Update: Jim Segedy, Chair
· Everyone in Swissvale’s email list received a flyer about the upcoming ‘Independents Week’ promotion and the committee was urged to read the email and links within. 
· Mark discussed the issue of multiple storefront vacancies without any rental/lease contact information available. Since vacancies are also opportunities for new businesses it is important to research these buildings to see if the owners can be contacted and urged to rent the space, or at the very least, make their storefront much more attractive. The Mayor suggested that a concerted effort be made by those present to follow through with this idea.

· The idea of developing a ‘Welcome Packet’ for the business community that was discussed last month has been tabled briefly, but will be pursued at a later date.

Architecture & Design SAP Update: Tim Ward, Chair
· The RFP for a $50,000 CDGB funded design and engineering streetscape study is being finalized by Jessica Mooney and will then be presented to the BDAC for approval and then execution.
· A CDGB pre-application requesting $200,000 for streetscape construction has been filed and Amanda will confirm the submission of the final application.

· It was stressed that the Borough needs to begin the process of finding the necessary funding, from a variety of sources, to accommodate a phase one construction cost of $750,000.

· It was announced by Tim that the Triangle Bar has purchased the lot discussed last month for one dollar and will build a parking lot.

Community Life SAP Update: Jo Ellen Welsh, Chair
· Jim pointed out that when the events and activities in Swissvale are examined, there are a lot of events but few on-going activities. Mark & Jim discussed the Community Life philosophy and its importance to revitalization. While one-time events are important to the community, they do little for the business district. On-going activities bring life and vigor to the core that generates business and ultimately attracts new businesses. 
· Generating Community Life activities will be a special topic next month.

Special Topic(s):
Police Report:
Sgt. Corrodo discussed his department’s efforts at keeping a high profile within the business district by employing foot patrols daily, a canine presence, bike patrols, and police availability to store owners at store closing time. He stressed that they are aggressive with crime and provide investigation and follow-through for any crimes that are committed. Serious crime has not been a big issue in Swissvale with the bulk of problems being for loitering and juvenile related issues. He felt that the ‘local’ kids are usually cooperative but youth from surrounding communities tend to be a bit more problematic. He requested that the business owners should not hesitate to report any suspicious activity immediately. Please report if approached by someone offering an especially good deal to purchase something.
Attendance:

Present:
Charles Nied, Organization Chair
Tim Ward, Architecture & Design Chair
Jim Segedy, Business Development Chair
Greg Lugana, At-Large

Marlon Jones, At-Large
Amanda Ford, Borough Manager
Absent:

Jo Ellen Welsh, Community Life Chair
Also in attendance:
Jim Galbraith, TCA

Mark Peluso, TCA

Deneen Schwartzwelder, Mayor

Michele Stanton, Council

Mike Epitropoulis, Council

Sgt. John Corrodo, Police Department

Requests of TCA:
1. Email this report to the committee. 

2. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

3. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.

4. Make ‘packets’ for the two new At-Large Members
Next Meeting:   July 12, 2010
Suggested Special Topics:
Streetscape RFP




Newsletter Recognition & Feature Articles





Community Life Activities





Welcome Packet Discussion

412-577-7447 or 724-728-9400
Fax: 724-728-6021
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