Swissvale Business District Advisory Committee
June 16, 2009
Swissvale BDAC:
ORGANIZATION, Charles Nied, Committee Chair:
· There was discussion of yet another missed funding deadline for CDBG grants despite repeated TCA reminders and a seeming lack of communication with the Borough Council. It was noted that Marty Busch (Council Liaison) has missed several meetings recently. 
· BDAC is functioning with only three members and it is important that an effort be made to fill the vacant position as soon as possible.

· Charles Neid will request of Council that they support the direct involvement of Borough Secretary, Amanda Ford, at future meetings and initiatives.

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN, Tim Ward, Initiative Leader: 

· Approval was granted to have PHLF create conceptual drawings of the Filmet Building on Washington Street.
· Approval was granted for PHLF to conduct a preliminary review of the complicated issues surrounding the repair of the Washington St. Bridge as a Special Project.
· Tim Ward has reviewed the signage ordinance template as submitted by PHLF, compared it to Swissvale’s existing code, and determined that no action was needed by BDAC. Mark suggested there may be a couple of issues that might be worth revisiting in the future.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, Charlie Nied, Initiative Leader:
· There were no new vacancies or new businesses to report.
COMMUNITY LIFE, Jo Ellen Welsh, Initiative Leader:

· No report due to Jo Ellen’s absence
DISCUSSION TOPIC:
· Keith Lehman made a presentation about the USDA’s funding opportunities. The most likely source would be their Community Facilities Loans & Grants program. After a lot of discussion it appears this agency probably wouldn’t be the best source for Swissvale’s BDAC needs at the moment (streetscape improvement).
Committee Members Attending: 

Tim Ward

Charles Nied
Absent:
Jo Ellen Welsh
Marty Busch, Swissvale Borough Council Liaison 

Also in Attendance:
Mark Peluso, TCA
Jim Galbraith, TCA
Patrick Shadduck, Mon Valley Initiative
Darrell Rapp, SEDCO

Keith Lehman, USDA Rural Development

Audrea Vol, Business owner
Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 21 at 7 PM

REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Email this report to committee and council. 
2. Print 7 copies of this report for next meeting. 
3. Send meeting reminder for the next meeting.
4. Contact PHLF to do conceptual drawing of Filmet Building.

5. Contact PHLF to research Washington Street Bridge repair issues.

6. Notify PHLF that BDAC feels existing signage ordinance is compatible with template.

7. Approach County concerning missed CDBG deadline.

8. Fax attendance sheet to Keith Lehman, USDA.

9. Provide BDAC Long-Range Planning Manual to Amanda Ford, Borough Secretary.

