Swissvale Business District Advisory Committee
December 15, 2009
Swissvale BDAC Initiative Updates:

No BDAC Chair reports due to special presentation.

DISCUSSION TOPIC: Sustainable Pittsburgh Charrette Exercise

Sustainable Pittsburgh is an organization that seeks to integrate economic prosperity, social equity, and environmental quality bringing sustainable solutions to communities and businesses. Today they sponsored a team of architects and planners to participate in a problem-solving exercise with the Swissvale BDAC Committee.

The issues to be discussed are the streetscape beautification project being considered that includes an aging bridge over the bus way.  Also how to best redirect traffic from the highly used Braddock Avenue and Monongahela Avenue in order to increase the vibrancy of the business district.
Observations:

· There is a Mon Valley Initiative housing development being built just across the bus way from the business district.

· Rename the two connector streets (Waverly & Roslyn) from Braddock Ave to Noble Street for the purpose of having the entire business loop identified as Noble Street.

· There is a definite need to clean and restore the Washington Ave. Bridge.

· Extend the width of the Washington Ave. Bridge to create a wider bike path and pedestrian walkway as a ‘gateway’ to Noble St. from over the bridge.

· Build a pedestrian bridge from the new development over the bus way to the present station.

· Create an identity via “Gateways” and wayfinding signage.

· Shaun Yurcaba from PHLF presented her conceptual drawing of the Filmet Building.

· Draw traffic in to the Noble Street corridor via landscaping, lighting, and gateway elements.
· Piggyback on Carrie Furnace development that borders Swissvale.

· Piggyback upon the success of nearby Regent Square.

· Embellish Noble Street with the development of a ‘public space’ along with front and rear façade improvements.

· Investigate tax abatement possibilities to promote new business.

Committee Members Attending: 

Tim Ward

Charles Nied

Amanda Ford, Borough Secretary
Absent

Marty Busch, Swissvale Borough Council Liaison
Jo Ellen Welsh

Also in Attendance:
Mark Peluso, TCA
Jim Galbraith, TCA
Lance Chimka, Allegheny Co.
David Farkas, PHLF
Shaun Yurcaba, PHLF

Sustainable Pittsburgh:

Martin Knox

Matt Mehalik

Jim Segedy

Deneen Swartzwelder, Mayor

Greg Morgan, SEDCO

Darrell Rapp, SEDCO

Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 19, 2010 at 7 PM

REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Email this report to committee and council. 
2. Print 7 copies of this report for next meeting. 
3. Send meeting reminder for the next meeting.
