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Stowe Business District Advisory Committee

Meeting Report
September 16, 2010

Strategic Action Plan Updates (TCA):                           
Organization SAP Update: Ray Puskar, Chair
· Ray reported that Audrey Verner has agreed to serve as an at-large member of the BDAC. TCA will send the New Committee member form to her.
· Claudia reported on her experience at the Tree Tender class.

· Ray shared with the BDAC an Adopt-a-Classroom program promoted in Stowe to have businesses support an elementary school class.

· Ray reported on the growing interest in a newly created Landlord Committee designed to positively address the common interests and concerns of residential and commercial landlords in McKees Rocks and now Stowe. 

· Bill discussed the proposed extension of the Allegheny Together Project to a five-year program.
Business Development SAP Update: Claudia Wendel, Chair
· It was suggested to Claudia that a future initiative might involve some type of promotion for the Downtown First directory. 
· Jim shared with the committee the New Business Welcome Packet being developed by Tarentum and the BDAC seemed interested in exploring the idea further.

· Andrea reported that Elaine Salvoldi of TCA had been in contact with the owner of the hardware store with regard to a stated interest in selling the business/building.

· Claudia and the committee discussed the issue of storefront vacancies and developing a program to develop strategies to clean and beautify them.

· Change the name of the VFD at 831 Broadway Ave. to Stowe Township VFD, Station 2 in all databases.
Architecture & Design SAP Update: Bill Hoffman, Chair
· There is no new information regarding the status of the Bernardo Building.
· The committee was reminded that the cycle for accepting Allegheny Restore applications is this fall but that no deadline has been announced.

· In a discussion about the newly approved Signage Ordinance, it was suggested that Marie make a point to inform those applying for an occupancy permit of the signage ordinance and its provisions.

· The Township received only one bid for the streetscape electrical work for $96,000 by Frankel (and that is based upon minimal conduit replacement). In talks with Jessica Mooney the County may agree to accept the bid in spite of only getting one bid instead of the usual multiple responses. The landscaping part of the streetscape will be dealt with later.
· Progress on the façade improvement of Lynn’s Café has ceased temporarily 

due to an unanticipated construction issue. 

Community Life SAP Update: Marge Erhard, Chair
· The committee was told of the highly successful Plum Street Project in Elizabeth as an example of how consistent downtown activity will spur ancillary benefits within the community and core business district.
· Ray presented five names of people willing to serve as a community life sub-committee. Andrea will contact all five to gather information and set the committee in motion.

Attendance:

Present:
Ray Puskar, Organization Chair
Bill Hoffman, Architecture & Design Chair
Claudia Wendel, Business Development Chair

Marie Incorvati, Borough Secretary
Absent:

Marge Erhard, Community Life Chair
Also in attendance

Andrea Blenk, TCA

Jim Galbraith, TCA
Requests of TCA:
1. Send a New Committee Member form to Audrey Verner. - completed

2. Contact four community life sub-committee volunteers. -completed

3. Change 831 Broadway Ave. to ‘Stowe Township VFD, Station 2’

4. Email this report to the committee. 

5. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

6. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.

Next Meeting:  October 21, 2010 
Suggested Special Topics:
Downtown First Directory





Welcome Packet





Storefront Vacancies





Community Life


412-577-7447 or 724-728-9400
Fax: 724-728-6021

www.towncenter.info
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