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Stowe Business District Advisory Committee

Meeting Report
June 17, 2010

Strategic Action Plan Updates (TCA):                           
Organization SAP Update: Ray Puskar, Chair
· The Sunflower Garden Project has not moved forward. There has been little visible action on the part of G-Tech.
· The committee was asked to examine closely the email from TCA about the ‘Independents Day’ information as it applies to our own Stowe First initiative.

Business Development SAP Update: Claudia Wendel, Chair
· Marie reported that the Bernardo Building (711-717 Broadway) will be going up for Sheriff’s Sale soon. Claudia will investigate the specifics of that situation and will report back to Mark and the BDAC.
· Due to the importance of the Bernardo Building to the fabric of the downtown it was suggested that an objective be added to the Business Development page of the 2010 Action Plan stating: “Investigate and monitor the status and process concerning the sale of 711-717 Broadway Ave.” A formal motion will occur at the July meeting.
· The unsightly storefront discussed last month has been addressed.

· The vacant theater is for sale and the owners were anxious to see if the BDAC had resources to help. It was pointed out that the various Allegheny Together initiatives including the Downtown Property website could make the property more attractive to a buyer. Claudia will talk with the owner.

Architecture & Design SAP Update: Bill Hoffman, Chair
· Bill reported that Jessica Mooney and the ACED have agreed to support the Township’s desire for lighting and landscape improvements along the 700 & 800 block of Broadway. He anticipates one more meeting with CEC and hopes that all will go out for bid by the end of July.
· Claudia and Marge will be taking the TreeTender course on July 17th.

· The Signage Ordinance has achieved final approval from the Township Commissioners.

Community Life SAP Update: Marge Erhard, Chair
· No Report
Special Topic(s):

Vacancies:  The issue of vacant storefronts without any contact information concerning its’ sale or lease being available was discussed at length. Such a situation prevents the properties from becoming a viable part of the community and can be a drag on the core. There needs to be a strategy to address this situation to encourage the owners to put the storefronts on the market or, at least, require the storefronts be kept clean and neat. It was felt that this would be a good special topic for July. It might also be a topic to be added to the Action Plan.
Attendance:

Present:
Bill Hoffman, Architecture & Design Chair
Claudia Wendel, Business Development Chair
Marie Incorvati, Borough Secretary
Absent:

Ray Puskar, Organization Chair

Marge Erhard, Community Life Chair
Janet Trapuzzano, At-Large

Also in attendance

Mark Peluso, TCA

Jim Galbraith, TCA
Bill Savatt, Ordinance Officer

Requests of TCA:
1. Email this report to the committee. 

2. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

3. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.

4. Contact G-Tech about the Stowe garden.
5. Compile an updated list of vacant storefronts with no contact information.

Next Meeting:  July 15, 2010 
Suggested Special Topics:
Vacant Storefronts




Community Life Activities

412-577-7447 or 724-728-9400
Fax: 724-728-6021

www.towncenter.info
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