Stowe Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)

Meeting Report

May 21, 2009
BDAC Initiative Updates:

ORGANIZATION, Ray Puskar, Committee Chair:
· Ray and Committee were very pleased with the breakfast reception they held the previous morning that attracted 5 loyal business owners. There was talk of possibly doing another one in July.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, Claudia Wendel, Initiative Leader:
· In an additional discussion about ‘getting the word out’, Claudia has volunteered to take the PHLF street rendering and make some posters for display in some vacant storefront and miscellaneous other locations in the Borough.
· Claudia also got approval from the Committee to investigate having a design competition by local school students for the ‘island’ located at the intersection of Broadway & 7th.
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN, Bill Hoffman, Initiative Leader: 

· A discussion under special projects concerning the serious deterioration of 733 Broadway and the possible need to demolish it resulted in an offer by Ethan Raup to have PHLF’s construction manager assess the condition of the building as to the possibility of saving it and the feasibility of financing.  IF it is determined that it can be restored without outrageous expenditure the Committee would likely request a design rendering and investigate possible funding support via State Senators and Representatives.
· Also under special projects to explore- to demonstrate to the community that things are happening, the Committee may request design options and a rendering of the traffic island at the corner of Broadway & 7th.
· Ethan Raup explained that PHLF might be of assistance in seeking a new financial tenant for the abandoned Citizens Bank Building at 650 Broadway and received permission to explore further.
COMMUNITY LIFE, Marge Erhard, Initiative Leader:

SPECIAL TOPIC, Sign Ordinance
· PHLF presented a template for a sign ordinance to be considered by Stowe. 

· Ethan Raup & Anne Nelson presented specific language that should help provide a comprehensive and appropriate guideline for the Borough. Upon careful review and adaptation by the Committee, Ordinance Officer, & Solicitor, PHLF will continue to assist in ushering it through the Council adoption process.
· BDAC committed to review closely for discussion at the next meeting
CHANGES:
The Gold Exchange at 706 Broadway has closed and is now vacant.

The ‘Braiding Techniques’ shop that was going to be in 718 Broadway will be moving in to 812 Broadway.
ATTENDANCE:
Present:

Ray Puskar, Organization Chair

Dr. Claudia Wendell, Business Development Initiative Leader
Bill Hoffman, Architecture & Design Chair Initiative Leader
Marie Incorvati, ex-officio, Stowe Township

Marge Erhard, Community Life Initiative Leader

Stush Papst, Board of Commissioners Liaison
Also in attendance:

Andrea Blenk, Town Center Associates
Jim Galbraith, Town Center Associates

Ethan Raup, PHLF

Anne Nelson, PHLF

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, June 18, at Noon
Requests of TCA:
1. Send reminder for next meeting via email. 
2. Make copies of this report for group (7 copies) and punch holes for next meeting. 
3. Email this report to the BDAC. 
4. Contact local newspaper about e-newsletter.

5. Ask Jessica Mooney if Allegheny Restore will pay for landscaping.

6. Send welcome letter and update database for ‘Braiding Techniques’ at 812 Broadway.

7. Write a brief summary of BDAC activities for Ray’s presentation to Council.

8. Schedule Elaine Salvoldi to come to the next meeting.

