Stowe Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)
Meeting Report
September 17th, 2009
BDAC Initiative Updates: 
ORGANIZATION: Ray Puskar, Organization Chair
· Ray reported that the RunRocks event last Friday in McKees Rocks attracted over 200 runners, and suggested that Stowe consider having a similar event in the future
· The Block Watch program has been highly successful—30-40 arrests were recently made in Stowe and McKees Rocks that were directly attributed to the program. 
· They’ll be having a Block Watch program meeting in the Stowe Municipal Building at 6:30 on November 11th. All are welcome and encouraged to attend

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: Claudia Wendel, Business Development Chair

· Claudia expressed an interest in working harder towards the “safe and clean” objective from the Annual Strategic Action Plan
· Claudia reported that her business has greatly improved as of late, due in part to her new signage from the Allegheny Restores program
· Two new daycares are about to open (one is on Broadway)
· There were no new vacancies to report
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN: Bill Hoffmann, Architecture & Design Chair

· Bill reported that Frank Mazzotta will be applying for an Allegheny Restores grant in time for the impending deadline
COMMUNITY LIFE: Marge Erhard, Community Life Chair
· McKees Rocks Assembly of God is running the downtown theater, and is interested in exploring ways to restore it. Mark asked if the committee was in favor of taking action to request that PHLF consider the theater as a special project idea, and all were in favor. The committee has asked PHLF to consider doing a conceptual of the theater as well as a basic feasibility study. Ray will contact the owners of the theater to see if they are interested.

· Marge is interested in having a mural on the exterior of her cafe, and Mara offered to contact a local public space artist, Bob Ziller, on her behalf 

· The new “Butt Cans” have been highly successful thus far; Marge reported that she used to pick up 60-80 cigarette butts per day and now is only picking up 3-4

· Recognition Award: Theresa Vasselo of Theresa’s Bakery was selected as the downtown Recognition Award Recipient. The committee requested that TCA contact Theresa for the article content on their behalf.

TCA UPDATE: Mark Peluso, Town Center Associates

· Mark reviewed ACED’s preliminary overview for communities interested in continuing the program into year 4. The committee is in favor of exploring ways to continue the program as they feel they are gaining momentum.
SUBSEQUENT MEETING:

Signage Ordinance Review
· Ethan Raup and Anne Nelson from PHLF came to review the preliminary sign ordinance with the committee. A discussion ensued. PHLF will review Stowe’s current ordinance, but primarily focus on creating a new ordinance to replace the existing one. 
Attendance:
Present:
Dr. Claudia Wendell, Business Development Initiative Leader

Marge Erhard, Community Life Initiative Leader

Bill Hoffman, Architecture & Design Chair Initiative Leader
Ray Puskar, Organization Chair
Marie Incorvati, ex-officio, Stowe Township

Also in Attendance:
Mark Peluso, TCA
Mara Peluso, TCA
NEXT MEETING: 
Thursday, October 15th at 12:00 PM at the Borough Building
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report. -M
2. Email this report to the committee. -M
3. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.-M
4. Print a packet of forms distributed at last meeting for Bill Hoffman (he was absent from last meeting). -A
5. Contact local artist regarding putting installing a mural on Marge’s Place.-MP
6. Add new contact to email distribution list. -M
7. Contact Theresa Vasselo to interview her for the Recognition Award article. -J
