Stowe Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)

Meeting Report

November 19, 2009
BDAC Initiative Updates:

ORGANIZATION, Ray Puskar, Committee Chair:
· Ray will present the BDAC Update to Council at their December meeting.
· There was a Nov. 18 meeting with CEC to begin the community involvement process in developing the streetscape design.
· There was recently a public hearing on urban affairs by Rep, Dermodi to discuss the issue of abandoned buildings that Ray and Marie attended.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, Claudia Wendel, Initiative Leader:

· Elaine Savoldi conducted a Targeted Business Workshop for the BDAC and helped to identify the types of businesses that are missing or desired in Stowe. Desired and needed businesses include hardware, bank, drug store, card shop, tailor, & florist.
· Stowe Township has included in their line-item budget for 2010 $20,000 to support consulting services for  BDAC at the conclusion of year three (Sept 2010).
· There is likely to be a new ribs take-out business opening at 811 Broadway thanks to a County grant program providing $25,000 seed money.

· New business:  Three Rivers Family Bazaar (resale/consignment), 820 Broadway Ave. Owner, Andrew Heiber
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN, Bill Hoffman, Initiative Leader: 

· The potential buyer for the former Parkway Theater has reconsidered and withdrawn.
· There will be a Walking Tour of downtown Stowe with CEC on December 15th at 6:30 to examine the business district at night. BDAC members are encouraged to attend.
· Bill Hoffman questioned the status of PHLF’s signage ordinance template (as an overlay applying only to the business district) and asked me to inquire. (NOTE: After speaking with Ethan and reading past meeting notes I found that the signage template was given to the BDAC in May for review, adaptation by the Committee , Ordinance Officer, and Solicitor. PHLF is willing to assist in any way.)
COMMUNITY LIFE, Marge Erhard, Initiative Leader:

· No Report
Present:

Ray Puskar, Organization Chair

Dr. Claudia Wendell, Business Development Initiative Leader
Bill Hoffman, Architecture & Design Chair Initiative Leader
Marie Incorvati, ex-officio, Stowe Township

Also in attendance:

Jim Galbraith, TCA
Elaine Savoldi, TCA

Absent:

Marge Erhard, Community Life Initiative Leader

Stush Papst, Board of Commissioners Liaison

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, December 17, 2009 at Noon
Requests of TCA:
1. Send reminder for next meeting via email. -MEP
2. Make copies of this report for group (7 copies) and punch holes for next meeting. -MEP
3. Email this report to the BDAC. -JG
4. Contact Ethan Raup about status of signage ordinance. –JG
5. Send welcome letter to Three Rivers Family Bazaar (info. under Business Development section). -MEP
