Stowe Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)

Meeting Report

July 16, 2009
BDAC Initiative Updates:

ORGANIZATION, Ray Puskar, Committee Chair:
· Ray has met with individuals from the East Liberty Community Development Organization and The Alliance for Cooperative Innovation to see what other groups are doing. Like them, Allegheny Together has engaged in compiling a market study prior to planning their revitalization efforts.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, Claudia Wendel, Initiative Leader:
· 655 Broadway may get a day care center soon.
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN, Bill Hoffman, Initiative Leader: 

· Bill reported that there was some confusion of whether businesses outside the core district were eligible for Allegheny Restores. Although it may not have been clear to everyone, the message has consistently been that all businesses may be eligible but those within the core area would get first priority if funding is limited.
· The County will be contacting Stowe (Marie Incorvati) to set up a meeting concerning the Streetscape Grant Initiative. The grant involves CBG money for the design and engineering phase of the total project.
· Bill wants to get a supply of Allegheny Restores packets for distribution.

· Bill wants TCA to call with a choice of dates in the near future to meet the Solicitor, Commissioners, PHLF, etc. regarding signage issues.

· The motion was made by Ray Puskar to have PHLF do an architectural rendering of 733 Broadway as a ‘special project ( if possible to include a broad view of the building and the intersection of Dorman & Broadway). Seconded by Claudia Wendel and passed unanimously.
COMMUNITY LIFE, Marge Erhard, Initiative Leader:

· There is going to be a Crime Watch Picnic on August 1st from noon to five at the Third Street Park. Donations are welcome by contacting Ray Puskar.
Special Topic:


Ethan Raup of PHLF reported on their efforts concerning the revitalization of 733 Broadway. They discovered that the County Neighborhood Stabilization Fund may be available to fund apartments on the upper floors. Additionally, Mr. J. R. Rybka has come forward and expressed some interest in a possible partnership with PHLF. Mr. Rybka has already applied for funding. Efforts to culminate such a development plan continue.
Present:

Ray Puskar, Organization Chair

Dr. Claudia Wendel, Business Development Initiative Leader
Bill Hoffman, Architecture & Design Chair Initiative Leader
Marie Incorvati, ex-officio, Stowe Township

Marge Erhard, Community Life Initiative Leader

Absent:

Stush Papst, Board of Commissioners Liaison
Also in attendance:

Mark Peluso, Town Center Associates
Jim Galbraith, Town Center Associates
John Rybka, Property Owner
NEXT MEETING: Thursday, 8/27/09 at Noon in the Borough Building
Requests of TCA:
1. Send reminder for next meeting via email. 
2. Make copies of this report for group (7 copies) and punch holes for next meeting. 
3. Email this report to the BDAC. 
4. Send Allegheny Restore packets to Bill Hoffman

5. Notify PHLF that an architectural rendering of 733 Broadway has been chosen for our special project.

6. TCA is to provide a couple of alternative dates in the very near future to Bill Hoffman to set up a meeting over signage.

