Stowe Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)

Meeting Report

December 17, 2009
Stowe BDAC Initiative Updates:


No BDAC Chair reports due to special presentation.

DISCUSSION TOPIC: Sustainable Pittsburgh Charrette Exercise

Sustainable Pittsburgh is an organization that seeks to integrate economic prosperity, social equity, and environmental quality bringing sustainable solutions to communities and businesses. Today they sponsored a team of architects and planners to participate in a problem-solving exercise with the Stowe BDAC Committee.

The issues to be discussed are how to enhance the business district via streetscape and greening strategies. There is also an interest in recruiting a community bank back to town and consideration for subsidized housing in the downtown.

Observations:
· There is a multi-municipal interaction between Stowe, McKees Rocks, Neville Island, and Kennedy Township.

· Stowe is a geographic link between McKees Rocks and Kennedy Township.

· The Stowe business district is a bit isolated from main traffic corridors.

· There is a perception of safety issues in Stowe but the Block Watch program is successful.

· Improved lighting should help address sense of safety.

· There is no ‘public space’ in the downtown.

· There is a need to create linkages between the residents and downtown.
· The Downtown needs to be seen as the source for community activity, day & evening.

· Any plants placed in the streetscape need to be sustainable.

· Broadway Avenue is a very ‘marketable’ name.

· An effort should be made to address the large number of blighted buildings.
· Explore Conservatorship Act to confront blight.
Present:

Ray Puskar, Organization Chair

Dr. Claudia Wendell, Business Development Initiative Leader
Bill Hoffman, Architecture & Design Chair Initiative Leader
Marie Incorvati, ex-officio, Stowe Township

Marge Erhard, Community Life Initiative Leader

Also in attendance:

Mark Peluso, Town Center Associates
Jim Galbraith, Town Center Associates
Lance Chimka, Allegheny County

Sustainable Pittsburgh:


Ray Reaves


Joy Ruff


Jim Segedy


John Trant

Taris Vrcek, McKees Rocks CDC
Absent:

Stush Papst, Board of Commissioners Liaison
NEXT MEETING: Thursday, January 21, 2010 at Noon
Requests of TCA:
1. Send reminder for next meeting via email.

2. Make copies of this report for group (7 copies) and punch holes for next meeting. 
3. Email this report to the BDAC. 
