Stowe Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)

Meeting Report

December 18, 2008
BDAC Initiative Updates:

ORGANIZATION, Ray Puskar, Committee Chair:
Ray gave a report on his attendance at a recent Crime-Watch meeting in McKee’s Rocks.

He feels this effort is picking up momentum, and could have positive impact on Stowe’s downtown initiative.  The next meeting will be held at the high school on the second Wednesday in January.

Ray indicated that he would like to find a way to do a community-wide mailing.  He also was able to pick up an additional e-mail list to add to BDAC’s e-newsletter roster.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, Claudia Wendel, Initiative Leader:

Ray related that the owner of Fox’s Pizza is still interested in possibly participating in the Allegheny Restores program.  Claudia said she will get him more information about the application, and offer to personally assist him any way she can to encourage him to take advantage of this program.

Claudia also printed 10 Allegheny Restores application and distributed them to business throughout the downtown.

There were no new businesses opened in downtown Stowe since the last meeting, and there were no business closings either.
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN, Bill Hoffman, Initiative Leader: 
No report given as Bill was unable to attend the December meeting.
COMMUNITY LIFE, Marge Erhard, Initiative Leader:

Marge reported on the recent downtown Christmas event for children.  Felt there should have been a better turnout, but that it can be better promoted next year.

Marge continues to keep working toward identifying new activities that can bring more people to the central business district, and will discuss this further as we begin to work on the 2009 Action Plan.
Relative to downtown cleanliness, Stush stated that Stowe needs to get serious with dog owners who are neglecting to clean up after their pets, causing a problem on downtown sidewalks that must be addressed.
TCA UPDATE:

Mark Peluso reviewed some of the many communication tools that are available to the Stowe downtown initiative:
· Monthly Meeting Reports – which are now on-line at the Stowe website

· Stowe’s Downtown E-Newsletter 

· Business Visits – TCA staff has been visiting each downtown business on behalf of the committee

He also discussed the importance of making sure that this committee continue in their effort to keep the elected officials knowledgeable and updated on the many BDAC activities.

Ray, as the organization chair, intends to make a presentation an upcoming Council meeting in that effort.  He commented that he believes that there is a solid and productive relation with the Township Commissioners relative to the downtown revitalization initiative.
Mark also gave the committee an update on the CDBG application pending with Allegheny County for Stowe streetscape improvements.  In checking with the County, he found that there has not been formal approval of this, but the application is in the final leg of review and a positive recommendation is expected.
Present:

Ray Puskar, Organization Chair

Dr. Claudia Wendell, Business Development Initiative Leader
Marge Erhard, Community Life Initiative Leader

Marie Incorvati, ex-officio, Stowe Township

Absent:

Bill Hoffman, Architecture & Design Chair Initiative Leader

Also in attendance:

Stush Papst, Board of Commissioners Liaison

Mark Peluso, Town Center Associates
Next Meeting:  January 15th at Noon at the Municipal Building
Requests of TCA:
1. Provide materials to Ray for presentation at an upcoming Township meeting
2. Send reminder for 1/15 meeting via email.
3. Make copies of this report for group (5 copies) and punch holes for next meeting.
4. Email this report to the BDAC
