Elizabeth Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)
Meeting Report

June 22, 2009
BDAC Initiative Updates: 
ORGANIZATION: Larry Duvall, Organization Chair
· Larry commented that it was very difficult to get community volunteers.
· Specifically, they haven’t been able to get anyone to accept the position of zoning officer for Elizabeth. Therefore there is no enforcement taking place and they are helpless to prevent a variety of noncompliant actions from occurring. 
· The Council’s effort to revise code issues and signage is continuing.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: Margaret Fleischauer, Business Development Chair

· No new businesses or vacancies to report.
· Although the response to a questionnaire sent to the business community was very limited, Wendy Smith made a motion to accept the existing ‘Targeted Business List’ as compiled by the BDAC and the Questionnaire as a working document for future efforts at business recruitment. Motion was seconded by Larry Duvall and passed unanimously.  The list includes:

· Book Store


Candy Shop

· Coffee Shop


Costume Shop

· Ice Cream Shop

Bakery/Donut Store

· Chinese Restaurant

Bed & Breakfast

· Waterfront Restaurant

Gift Shop (Railraod, nautical, Lewis & Clark theme)

· Music Store


Printing/UPS

· Cleaners


Antique Store

· Children’s Books Store

Renovation/Restoration Hardware

· Hobby Shop


Hardware Store

· Boating/Outdoor Shop

Bait Shop

· Skateboard/Cycle Shop

Consignment Store

· Deli/Produce Market

Sign Shop

· Library
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN: Art Mitchell, Architecture & Design Chair

· Council approved the submission of a Pre-Approval Application for CDBG funding to advance the streetscape initiative to its next level of creating bid documents building upon the existing Makin Study.
· Ethan Raup and Tom Keefer visited the Moose Building and were excited by its potential.
COMMUNITY LIFE: Wendy Smith, Community Life Chair

· Concern was expressed and discussion held about the Police Department not being very business friendly. Larry suggested that they attempt to discuss this concern with individual officers.
· Larry also suggested that private security firms be hired for special events instead of paying overtime.
· July 19, 2009 is the 100th Anniversary of the Moose with a community picnic being held on July 18.

· Riverfest will be held in Riverfront Park on July 31st and August 1, 2009.

· A “Page to Stage” event will be held at the theater on August 28, 2009

· The Lewis and Clark Festival will be held Sat., Sept. 19th. Email Margaret for more info.

· A Century Bike Ride will be held this summer. Larry will send info.
· Highlight the Moose’s 100th Birthday in the Newsletter.

· Bekavac Funeral Home has been chosen as the next quarter’s Downtown Recognition Recipient
· Wendy provided info. on C&W Auto Services and Auto Detailing, 412-384-2880, located on 2nd Ave.
Attendance:
Present:

Margaret Fleischauer, Business Development Chair

Larry Duvall, Organization Chair

Wendy Smith, Community Life Chair
Absent:

Art Mitchell, Architecture & Design Chair

Also in attendance:
Robin Miller, Council

TCA:
Andrea Blenk, Town Center Associates

Jim Galbraith, Town Center Associates

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, July 13th at 5:30 PM at the Moose Building
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Update new businesses, vacancies, etc. as per business development section of this report. 

2. Email the Word format of the e-newsletter to the borough secretary each quarter for inclusion in Council’s packets
3. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.
4. Email the meeting reports each month to the borough secretary for inclusion in Council’s packets. Email this report to the committee. 
5. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

6. Inquire whether Allegheny Together would consider ‘landscaping’ and signage at a gas station for funding, or any other type of exterior improvement.

7. Direct a letter to the Board of the Moose (Jim Wright) congratulating them on 100 years.

8. Get specific details about upcoming events from Margaret F.

9. Explore options that might be legally available to fill the function of zoning officer for Elizabeth.

