Elizabeth Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)
Meeting Report

May 18, 2009
BDAC Initiative Updates: 
ORGANIZATION: Larry Duvall, Organization Chair
· The School Board as voted to close the elementary school but have promised to turn it into a library, resource center, and adult education facility. It does raise the issue of a potential need for additional parking. There are some adjacent lots with derelict structures that Larry is inquiring about.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: Margaret Fleischauer, Business Development Chair

· In response to fears that certain local property owners might demolish their structures or inappropriately utilize such there was a discussion of zoning issues. Also there is no one in the community acting as a zoning officer.
· Larry made a motion that “TCA is to approach PHLF for the purpose of discussing issues relating to the current zoning ordinance and the protection of the architectural character in downtown Elizabeth.”  The motion was seconded by Wendy Smith & passes unanimously.
· Margaret F. sent out a questionnaire requesting feedback from the business community as to what types of business should be targeted for business recruitment. She sent out sixty and received five responses. The limited response centered on fear of competition.
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN: Art Mitchell, Architecture & Design Chair

· The new signage ordinance is ready for final review & Margaret will push for final approval with Council.
· Larry Duvall asked for an affirmative vote on a previous request to have a preliminary feasibility review and conceptual rendering of the Moose Building (Approval for this project had been previously secured via a telephone vote after the April Meeting). The motion was seconded by Wendy Smith and passed unanimously.
COMMUNITY LIFE: Wendy Smith, Community Life Chair

· Nothing new to report at this time.
DISCUSSION TOPICS:
· Mark discussed PHLF’s positive response to the idea of applying for Historic District certification for the downtown, as well as Certified Local Government status. He stressed the need for a strong community commitment and cautioned that such an effort could siphon off energy and resources from the revitalization effort. What would the community do with such a designation? It was suggested that Bill Callahan of PHLF be invited to make a presentation to Council explaining Historic Districts.
· Mark stressed that the BDAC was in danger of letting the yearly deadline pass for funding applications to advance the streetscape initiative to the next level of creating bid documents, building upon the already completed Makin Study. Mark suggested the County might be receptive to the application since Elizabeth has the Mackin Study in-hand and is an Allegheny Together community.  The suggestion is to apply for $100,000 in CDBG money for design & engineering for the bid documents. A pre-application must be done immediately and Larry & Margaret indicated they could present it to Council for approval this month.
· Mark discussed the severe disadvantage of not having a Borough Manager.

CHANGES:

“Hollywood Detail” has changed hands to “C&W Detailing & Services” Wendy Smith will get the details to Andrea.
ATTENDANCE:
Present:

Margaret Fleischauer, Business Development Chair

Larry Duvall, Organization Chair

Art Mitchell, Architecture & Design Chair
Wendy Smith, Community Life Chair

Also in attendance:

Mark Peluso, Town Center Associates

Jim Galbraith, Town Center Associates

NEXT MEETING: Monday, June 1st at 5:30 PM at the Borough Building
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Update new businesses, vacancies, etc. as per report. 

2. Email the Word format of the e-newsletter to the borough secretary each quarter for inclusion in Council’s packets
3. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.
4. Email the meeting reports each month to the borough secretary for inclusion in Council’s packets. Email this report to the committee. 
5. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

6. Contact Wendy Smith for full details regarding upcoming events

7. Request of PHLF that they provide some appropriate colors schemes for Wendy Smith’s ‘gateway’ property at 115 N Second Ave.

8. Contact PHLF about conceptual renderings of the Moose Bldg. as a priority project.

9. Ask Bill Callahan of PHLF if he would give a presentation about Historic Districts to Borough Council.

10. Remind Margaret to secure Council vote for CDBG funding vote.

