Elizabeth Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)
Meeting Report

September 14, 2009
BDAC Initiative Updates: 
ORGANIZATION: Larry Duvall, Organization Chair
· Larry indicated that the main order of business for this meeting would be a discussion of the Plum Street Project.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: Robin Miller, Business Development Chair

· Robin reported that the Head Start program has moved from Second Street to the Educational Center.
· A new ‘arts & crafts’ business will be opening at 113 Plum Street (Details to be provided).
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN: Art Mitchell, Architecture & Design Chair

· No report, absent.
COMMUNITY LIFE: Wendy Smith, Community Life Chair

· No report, absent.
DISCUSSION TOPICS:
Plum Street Project
· Larry reminded the BDAC that the overall purpose of the Plum Street Project was to draw the residents of Elizabeth back to the business district on a regular basis and thus generate a more vibrant business core. 
· There was a review of the organizational outline worked on by Larry, Mara and Andrea. Emphasized was the plan that this would be a one-year pilot program. 
· Initial interest seems high among the merchants, Borough Council, and other officials that have been approached. Allegheny Councilman Bob Macey indicated his full support for the initiative including assistance in seeking funding. 
· Larry reported that Plum Street was going to be torn up for sewage work, but didn’t yet know when. Discussion of the potential street alterations for the project could be done when the sewage work is complete and the surface repaired. 

· A representative of Makin offered several possibilities and assured everyone that this could be integrated into the overall streetscape plan.
· There was a discussion of other issues including noise levels, parking, and clean-up.
· Mark Peluso stressed with the committee that now was the time to commit to the project with action, by entering this project into the BDAC Action Plan, appointing a capable & enthusiasti cleader to spearhead the project, and by establishing a timeline. 
· The BDAC Committee agreed to have in place by the October meeting a Project Chairperson and support committee.
· Update: as of the distribution of this report a Committee has been put into place for the Plum St. project and Larry has contacted a potential Masonic member via email to seek input and/or level of participation. 
· Plum Street Project Committee includes: 

· Chair-Lori Kolodziej Cell:412-613-4591 Email:GrandTheatre@libcom.com 

· Margaret Fleischauer Cell:412-277-0206 Email:Mfleisc@alleghenypower.com 

· Lynn McHolme Red Lion:412-384-3909 Email:Rockwells@verizon.net

Allegheny Together, Year Four and Beyond
· Mark announced the decision by Allegheny County to provide continued support to the Allegheny Together Communities beyond the original three-year program, contingent upon certain conditions. These were verbally reviewed by Mark and a summary provided to the BDAC. More information will be forthcoming as Elizabeth’s year three progresses.
Present:

Larry Duvall, Organization Chair

Robin Miller, Business Development Chair

Dana Cogley
Absent:

Art Mitchell, Architecture & Design Chair
Wendy Smith, Community Life Chair

Also in attendance:

Mark Peluso, Town Center Associates

Jim Galbraith, Town Center Associates
Others:

Bob Macey, Allegheny County Council, District 9

Lynn McHolme (Red Lion)
Orrie Rockwell (Red Lion)
Dennis Martinak & Bob Genter (Authors of the ‘Makin Streetscape Study’ for Elizabeth)
NEXT MEETING: Monday, October 12th at 5:30 PM at the Moose
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Update new businesses, vacancies, etc. as per business development section of this report. 

2. Email the Word format of the e-newsletter to the borough secretary each quarter for inclusion in Council’s packets
3. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.
4. Email the meeting reports each month to the borough secretary for inclusion in Council’s packets. Email this report to the committee. 
5. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

6. Contact Robin Miller for exact address of vacated Head Start storefront on Second Street.

