Elizabeth Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)
Meeting Report

December 8, 2009
Elizabeth BDAC Initiative Updates:


No BDAC Chair reports due to special presentation.

DISCUSSION TOPIC: Sustainable Pittsburgh Charrette Exercise

Sustainable Pittsburgh is an organization that seeks to integrate economic prosperity, social equity, and environmental quality bringing sustainable solutions to communities and businesses. Today they sponsored a team of architects and planners to participate in a problem-solving exercise with the Elizabeth BDAC Committee.

The issue discussed was how best to draw the community back in to the core downtown business district via the creation of a piazza-type public space with the periodic closing of a portion of Plum Street for outdoor dining and entertainment.
Observations:

· A sewage improvement project will tear up and then repave the street in March/April, 2010.
· Government restrictions seem to prevent any stylistic alterations to the plan (stamping, etc.).

· What can be done is to alter or improve lighting, landscaping, and/or public art.

· Court Gould suggested some funding sources such as the ColCum Foundation.

· The use of wooden decking might be useful to alter the streetscape in that block.

· Contact has been made with the school to design and build planters & barriers.

· Community already has a series of successful public events.

· Façade improvements are advancing via the Allegheny Restore program.

· Some vacant storefronts could be used as display venues for local artifacts & memorabilia.
· Grants may be available to develop urban gardens from vacant lots.

· A strong community history could be used as a theme for development.

· Attracting and retaining businesses vital to community sustainability.

· Elizabeth needs to strongly support and promote the Downtown First and Downtown Properties initiatives.

Attendance:
Present:
Larry Duvall, Organization Chair
Robin Miller, Business Development Chair

Art Mitchell, Architecture & Design Chair

Absent:

Wendy Smith, Community Life Chair
Dana Cogley, Member-at-Large
Also in attendance:
Mark Peluso, Town Center Associates
Jim Galbraith, Town Center Associates
Lance Chimka, Allegheny County

Sustainable Pittsburgh


Court Gould


Carina Guinto, Guinto Studio, LLC


Jason Brody, BCJ


Marilyn Geizhiser, Burt Hill

Elizabeth Borough


Dave Householder, Mayor Elect


Paul Shaner


Lynne McHolme


Monica Douglas


Ann Malady

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, January 12th at 5:30 PM at the Moose
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Email the Word format of the e-newsletter to the borough secretary each quarter for inclusion in Council’s packets -MEP
2. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report. -MEP
3. Email the meeting reports each month to the borough secretary for inclusion in Council’s packets. Email this report to the committee. –MEP
4. Email meeting report to the committee. -JG

5. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email. -MEP
