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Bridgeville Business District Advisory Committee

Meeting Report
January 13, 2010

Meeting Called to Order:     
Explanation of new agenda format
Strategic Action Plan Updates (TCA):                           
Organization SAP Update: Dale Miller, Chair
· A presentation of the 2009 BDAC Accomplishments was made with the suggestion that it be used before Borough Council as a report on BDAC activities last year.

· A presentation of the draft document for the 2010 Action Plan was given. It was requested that any suggested changes be forwarded to Jim Galbraith by January 29th.

· Mr. Bienlov has been chosen to be recognized in the upcoming newletter and Dale Miller will be asked to write up an article by the end of the month.

· Midge Gibson will write a short article about the planned farmer’s market being organized for Bridgeville this summer.

Business Development SAP Update: John McCans, Chair
· A new business that has opened in the Core is ‘Painted Treasures’ at 501 Washington Ave. selling hand painted artwork. Owner is Debbie Nietsch.
· Another new business just outside the Core is ‘European Desserts’, a bakery at 344 Station Street. Owner Diana Gorun.

· John McCan was asked to put together a final version of Bridgeville’s Targeted Business List for a vote by the BDAC next month.
· Marketing & Promotion, Special Topic

Architecture & Design SAP Update: Adam Wright, Chair
· Adam was asked about his research on regulating sandwich board advertising. He has some information but the BDAC seemed to think that it was no longer an issue.
· There was a brief discussion that the proposed new library building, located off Washington Ave, would like to incorporate a bridge over a railroad right-of-way directly to the Business district. However that component was believed to be up to $100,000.
· Lori Collins reported that she has heard nothing yet about CDBG funding that has been requested. She hopes to meet with Mark Peluso, et al. shortly to write an RFP to implement as soon as the funding outcome is known.

Community Life SAP Update: Midge Gibson, Chair
· It was requested of Midge Gibson that she create a Master list of Events & Activities for next month’s meeting.
· The entire meeting was invited to Bellevue’s Community Life ‘Key Issue Workshop’ on the 14th of January.

· It was announced that the Tribune Review will be creating a Brdigeville News attachment to the widely distributed Pennysaver publication.

· The 2010 Farmer’s Market will be on Tuesdays. Midge is still seeking additional vendors for the market.

Special Topic(s):

· G-Tech Sunflower Gardens: This initiative was outlined and explained to the committee and it was stressed that one ‘Chair’ would need to take ownership, potential locations listed, and volunteers provided. The Committee was quite interested and wants to schedule the G-Tech presentation for next month. Mr. Eric Persun volunteered to be the ‘point person’ for this initiative.
· Downtown Marketing & Promotion: A full discussion was had regarding marketing the downtown. Jim outlined the three areas of promotion that include general promotion, individual business promotions, and advertising available storefronts. He then gave a summary of the ‘Downtown Bridgeville First’ web site and itemized its main features. There then seemed to be a consensus that the BDAC’s best short term investment of promotion would lie in promoting the ‘Downtown First’ initiative. In addition, there was an explanation of wayfinding with the BDAC becoming quite interested. They requested that they receive a presentation about wayfinding at the March meeting, if possible.
Attendance:
Present:

John McCans, Business Development Chair

Adam Wright, Architecture & Design Chair
Midge Gilson, Community Life Chair
Lori Collins, Borough Manager
Absent:

Dale Miller, Organization Chair

Also in attendance:
Jim Galbraith, TCA

10 members of the public
REQUESTS OF TCA:
1. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.- MEP
2. Email this report to the committee. -JG
3. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.-MEP
4. Send welcome letters to new businesses (see Business Development section). -MEP
5. Update database as per Business Development section. -MEP

6. Try to schedule a wayfinding presentation for March. –JG/AB
7. Schedule the G-Tech presentation for February. –JG/AB
8. Follow up on requested newsletter articles. -JG
9. Correct 441 Washington Ave. from Ligget’s Auto to ‘Cellar’, a computer service store. -MEP
Next Meeting:   Wednesday, February 10, 2010 at 5:30

Suggested Special Topics:  G-Tech

412-577-7447 or  724-728-9400
fax: 724-728-6021

www.towncenter.info
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