Bridgeville Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)
Meeting Report

December 9, 2009
Bridgeville BAAC Initiative Updates:

John announced a business development subcommittee meeting for Dec. 30, 8:00 am.
Midge reported on upcoming community events.
DISCUSSION TOPIC: Sustainable Pittsburgh Charrette Exercise

Sustainable Pittsburgh is an organization that seeks to integrate economic prosperity, social equity, and environmental quality bringing sustainable solutions to communities and businesses. Today they sponsored a team of architects and planners to participate in a problem-solving exercise with the Bridgeville BDAC Committee.

The two problems discussed were how to address traffic-calming and pedestrian-safety issues along Washington Avenue and how to redevelop a former railroad right-of-way and its density-depleting bridge that bisects the business district.
Observations:

· The former railway right-of-way is privately owned and probably not available for redevelopment.

· The bridge over this right-of-way could be turned in to an asset via decorative treatments such as wrought-iron screens, landscaping, etc.

· Core district has strong architectural integrity.
· Bridgeville’s concentration of restaurants results in a lot of activity within town.

· The creative use of adjacent spaces near restaurants should be utilized for outdoor dining.

· Compact and concentrated nature of core is an asset.

· Core’s strongest asset and liability is the heavy traffic flow through town.

· A comprehensive traffic study is in progress.

· It was noted that PennDOT may be receptive to assisting with traffic issues.

· Heavy traffic flow creates concerns for pedestrian safety and comfort.

· The use of decorative physical barriers along curb line could be useful.

· Bridgeville should consider a well thought out wayfinding system that could provide ‘branding’ for the community, direct traffic flow to parking and Station Street businesses, and provide clear ‘gateway’ markers to the town.

CHANGES:
New Businesses

Trish Morris Zelda’s Bead Kit Company


407 Station Street  (412 220-9000)


Owner, Patricia Morris


European Desserts, LLC

344 Station Street


Owner, Diane Gorun
Attendance
Present:

John McCans, Business Development Chair

Midge Gilson, Community Life Chair
Lori Collins, Borough Manager
Absent:

Dale Miller, Organization Chair

Adam Wright, Architecture & Design Chair
Also in attendance:
Mark Peluso, TCA

Jim Galbraith, TCA

Dave Farkas, PHLF

Lance Chinka, Allegheny Co.

Sustainable Pittsburgh:

Ray Reaves

Jason Kambitsis

Paula Maynes

Dave Wright

Pasquale DeBlasio

Mary Weis

Joe Colosimo

Deb Colosimo

Nino Petrocelous

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, January 13, 2010 at 5:30 PM at the Borough Building
REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Update new businesses noted above.
2. Prepare welcome letters for new businesses.

3. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.
4. Email this report to the committee. 
5. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

