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Bellevue Business District Advisory Committee
Meeting Report
October 21, 2010

Strategic Action Plan Updates (TCA):                           
Organization SAP Update: Gene Supparits, Chair
· The committee was asked to forward any photos of community events to Jim.
· It was requested that the Bellevue website provide an attachment to DTF and Katie agreed to follow-up with this request.
· PHLF has announced that for a limited time they have a graphic designer on staff to assist the BDACs.

· In a discussion about better communications with Council the BDAC decided to submit the monthly notes for inclusion in the Council ‘packets’ and have Gene attend Council meetings to occasionally report and/or answer questions.

· It was announced that the County has extended the Allegheny Together program from a three-year program to a five-year program.
Business Development SAP Update:  Kelly Day, Chair
· Jim shared with the committee a copy of Tarentum’s Welcome Packet for New Businesses and the committee felt that this would become a BDAC initiative with a motion offered by Jack, seconded by Kelly, and unanimously approved. Gene agreed to begin the process by making inquiries of Borough officials.
· The on-going effort to promote DTF and the Directory was discussed and Jim reported that, to-date, there are only 2 merchants that have attached their own webpage.

· The BDAC decided to highlight and recognize the “Improve the Vue’ with a personal recognition and feature in the next AT newsletter. Katie agreed to send the written articles to Jim by Nov. 4th.

· Kelly proposed the need for Bellevue to develop graphic and print standards for the Borough that would be used consistently within the community on print media and signage. Mark suggested that it was a good idea but that this was getting in to the realm of branding identity/wayfinding which is a complex undertaking best left to professionals. The BDAC did agree to consider this as an initiative for 2011 when proper research and consultations can occur.

· Kathy explained that in the spirit of Downtown First, the Borough will be in contact with the local hardware store to explore when it would be advantageous for the Borough to purchase certain supplies there as opposed to an outside distributor.

· Kathy reported that several businesses have indicated an interest in locating in Bellevue and she continues to maintain a dialogue with these individuals.
Architecture & Design SAP Update: Jack Williams, Chair
· Jim announced that the Allegheny Restore application deadline has been extended to after the first-of-the-year. In the meantime inquiries should be made to Joe Scullion at ACED.
· The committee was reminded that a special service in the form of a building conceptual drawing or usage study is available whenever the BDAC feels a specific site would warrant such effort.

· Shaun Yurcaba of PHLF further explained the design guidelines submitted at the last meeting. Discussion followed on how best to make this information available to the public and it was decided copies would be in the Borough Building for anyone that shows an interest.
· The BDAC decided to invite building owners that have expressed an interest in façade improvements to an informational lunch on Monday Nov. 8th at noon. Location to be announced.  TCA & PHLF will explain the design guidelines and the Allegheny Restore program.

· Jack is attempting to solicit several architectural interns from his office to do conceptual drawings, etc. for the former G.C. Murphy building.

Community Life SAP Update: Scott Irlbacher, Chair
· Jim announced the Community Life Ideas Sharing event to be on Nov. 4th at 6:30 in the Sewickley Library. Attendees were asked to RSVP to Town Center.
· The committee discussed the advantages and local interest in the Allegheny Grows community garden project with the County. Kathy and Katie have investigated the program’s requirements and will be making application.

Special Topic(s):
Alcohol in Bellevue:  In light of the issue concerning Bellevue Borough remaining ‘dry’ resurfacing as a public topic, Gene asked the committee to consider whether the BDAC should take a position. Further discussion resulted in the unanimous decision that the committee has no role to play until the public has decided the issue one way or the other. Only then would the BDAC assist with making the best of the situation for the business district.
2011 Action Plan:  Jim asked the BDAC members to examine their BDAC Action Plans and consult with one another with the goal of presenting several ‘big picture’ ideas at next month’s meeting as a precursor to identifying important projects for the 2011 Action Plan.
Attendance:
Present:
Gene Supparits, Organization Chair

Kelly Day, Business Development Chair

Jack Williams, Architecture & Design Chair

Community Life Chair, currently vacant
Kathy Coder, Council

Mark Panichella, Council Liaison

Katie Hale, Acting Borough Manager
Also in attendance:

Mark Peluso, TCA
Jim Galbraith, TCA

Shaun Yurcaba, PHLF

Suzie Schaefer

Requests of TCA:
1. Email this report to the committee. 

2. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email.

3. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report.

4. Confirm that PHLF knows of Bellevue’s vote to have a review of their signage ordinance.
5. Prepare handouts, etc. for the Nov. 8th meeting with property owners.

Next Meeting:   November 18, 2010
Suggested Special Topics:
Action Plan Initiatives for 2011
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