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BUSINESS RESOURCES  
For Beaver County Main Street Network Communities 

 

 
 
ABOUT THE BEAVER COUNTY MAINSTREET NETWORK 

 
The Community Development Program of Beaver County provides 
a wide array of programs and services in support of its ten downtown-
based community members: Aliquippa, Ambridge, Beaver, Beaver 
Falls, Bridgewater, Freedom, Midland, Monaca, New Brighton and 
Rochester. 

 
Through the strong commitment of the Beaver County Board of Com-
missioners, our municipalities have access to high-quality resources 
and diverse funding opportunities designed to actively support long-
term downtown revitalization initiatives.  
 
Traditionally, a community's downtown has been an important commu-
nity representation. It has stood over time as the epicenter of govern-
ment, finance, retail and commercial activity, as well as public life. Eve-
ry portion of the town’s population has a vital share in the economic 
health of the downtown.  Today, it is important to reinforce the princi-
ples and factors that make a downtown successful. 
 
For more information on the Beaver County Main Street Network, 
please visit: www.beavercountymainstreets.com 

 
FIND LOCAL ASSISTANCE FOR YOUR DOWNTOWN BUSINESS 
 
You can find comprehensive services in these local organizations that provide 
assistance to new entrepreneurs as well as established business owners.     
 
Job Training For Beaver County, Inc. - Entrepreneurship Program 
Beaver Valley Mall 
Offers free workshops to assist entrepreneurs in opening their businesses.                                                                                                                                                                        
www.jtbc.org 
724-728-4860 
 
Starting Gate                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Offers small business technical assistance and a business incubator.                                                                                                                          
www.starting-gate.com 
724-847-6440 
 
CCBC 
Offers community education and workforce training.                                                                                                                                                       
www.ccbc.edu/Community                                                                                                                                                                                            
724-480-2222 
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REGIONAL BUSINESS SUPPORT PROGRAMS 
 
Our region also has a wealth of organizations that provide assistance to new en-
trepreneurs as well as established business owners.  
 
Funding and Program Finder (of DCED) 
Provides a search tool to enable new business owners to identify potential funding 
sources and incentive programs offered by the Commonwealth. 
www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-finder 
866-466-3972 
 
PA Open For Business 
“One stop" access to business information. Entrepreneurs can explore financial 
options, download many of the important forms necessary to start and expand a 
business, and electronically register a business with the Pennsylvania Depart-
ments of Labor and Industry, Revenue, and State.  
www.paopen4business.state.pa.us  
 
A SourceNet Business Directory 
Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development  
www.newpa.com/ 
866-466-3972 
 
Pittsburgh Regional Alliance 
Offers links to key resources for new businesses, such as “Business Name Avail-
ability.” 
www.alleghenyconference.org/PRA/RegionalData.asp#Incentives 
412-392-1000 
 
Pittsburgh Technology Council 
Helps the region’s technology companies grow and thrive.                                                                                                                                            
www.pghtech.org  
412-687-2700 
 
SCORE Pittsburgh 
SCORE counselors provide assistance with developing your business plan, dis-
cussing a new idea or tackling a business problem. There is no charge for coun-
seling from SCORE counselors. 
www.scorepittsburgh.com 
412-395-6560 ext. 130 
 
Women’s Business Network Inc. of Southwest Pennsylvania 
The WBN mission is to encourage and facilitate the growth, performance and in-
tegrity of professional women by creating opportunities to foster relationships 
through a creative exchange of referrals. 
www.wbninc.com  

http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-and-program-finder
http://www.paopen4business.state.pa.us
http://www.newpa.com/
http://www.alleghenyconference.org/PRA/RegionalData.asp%23Incentives
http://www.pghtech.org/
http://www.scorepittsburgh.com/
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RESOURCES AVAILABLE THROUGH THE BCMSN 

 

 The Beaver County Main Street Network (BCMSN) provides a host of re-

sources to businesses in the downtown-based communities of Beaver Coun-

ty. Through the downtown management services of Town Center Associates, 

we provide resources that may be beneficial to your business, such as: 

 

¶ Quarterly E-newsletter: Provides updates on the business district 

efforts that are currently underway in your community.  

To sign-up to receive the quarterly e-newsletter, please contact Town 

Center Associates: tca@towncenter.info or 724-728-9400. 

¶ Downtown Recognition Awards: Recognizes outstanding leaders in 

the community, including business owners, volunteers and others 

who are committed to the vitality of the business district. 

¶ Educational Workshops: Provides more in-depth understanding and 

perspective of issues relevant to business district revitalization. 

¶ Central Beaver County Main Street Network Website: See next 

content block for detailed information. 

www.beavercountymainstreets.com 
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FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

 

 The Façade Improvement Program provides grant funds through the Commu-

nity Development Program of Beaver County to downtown commercial build-

ing and/or business owners to renovate their storefronts. As part of the com-

prehensive approach to downtown revitalization in Beaver County, the Fa-

çade Improvement Program specifically addresses the importance of the 

storefront and tis crucial role in attracting customers and enhancing the physi-

cal appearance of the downtown area. 

 

MAIN STREET ARCHITECT PROGRAM 

 

 The Main Street Architect Program offers the services of an architect to pro-

vide conceptual design work for face improvement projects. The conceptual 

design work may include free-standing buildings and/or specific groups of 

buildings or vacant lots. In addition, the firm may complete construction draw-

ings and other architectural services for pre-qualified projects tha may include 

technical work such as structural design, accessibility and code issues if re-

quired.  

 

 For more information on either of these programs, please contact the Com-

munity Development Program of Beaver County at 724-847-3889, x-12. 

mailto:tca@towncenter.info
http://www.beavercountymainstreets.com/
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RESOURCES AVAILABLE THROUGH THE BCMSN WEBSITE 

 
www.beavercountymainstreets.com 

 
The Beaver County Main Streets website provides a host of resources for busi-
nesses located in or looking to relocate to one of the ten downtown-based 
BCMSN communities.  
 
Downtown Toolbox: 
 

¶ Property Listings and Photos: Up-to-date information on  new, va-
cant and available properties, complete with contact information to 
reach the seller. 

¶ Vacancy Report: Information updated in real-time regarding vacant 
properties in each town. 

¶ Downtown Profile: A town-by-town breakdown of businesses and 
services provided in each of the mains street districts. 

¶ Demographic Report: A complete set of statistical information re-
garding the demographics of each community in our region. 

¶ Available Properties: A direct link to the DowntownProperties.net 
website, which provides information on available properties in each 
downtown. 

¶ Architectural Designs: An archive of professionally rendered draw-
ings of completed and proposed façade improvements in each of our 
downtowns. 

 
Online Reference Center 
 

¶ Architecture and Design: Links important resources related to the 
downtown to help guide, initiate, and fund new design initiatives in 
your town. 

¶ Business Development: Links to resources that provide important  
innovative solutions for downtown businesses. 

¶ Community Life: Links to resources that provide ideas and best 
practices for promoting the downtown as the center of community life.  

 
Special Programs: 
  

¶ Calendar of Events: Features community downtown events, as well 
as a central BCMSN calendar. 
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DOWNTOWN FIRST: JOIN THE MOVEMENT! 

 

You Are Invited to Join a New Movement! Downtown First is the first program of its 
kind in our region, and encourages customers to choose businesses in their community 
first AND helps businesses reach those customers. 
 

¶ Downtown First Website: Provides consumers with a central source of 

information, directories, and educational materials about your downtown 

businesses.  

¶ Online Business Directory: Free listing in the Downtown First directory to 

help customers find your business quickly.  

¶ Downtown First Pledge: Go to www.DowntownFirst.net today and pledge 

to choose your community’s businesses FIRST, before looking elsewhere! 

¶ Certified Local Business Designation: Businesses that meet the “Local 

Independent Business” criteria can receive this designation, which appeals 

to customers who want to support local businesses, first. 

To see if your business meets the criteria, visit DowntownFirst.net and click 

on ñCertified Local  Businessesò on the left menu. 

¶ Sustainable Business Designation: Created through a partnership be-

tween TCA and Sustainable Pittsburgh-obtaining the Sustainable Business 

Designation involves participating in a voluntary program that recognizes 

businesses for taking actions that are both good for their bottom line, envi-

ronment and the social fabric of their communities. 

To see if your business meets the criteria, visit DowntownFirst.net and click 

on ñSustainable Certificationò on the left menu. 

¶ Consumer Education: Put Your Money Where Your House Is: Down-

town First encourages consumers to “Put Your Money Where Your House 

Is” and choose downtown businesses, first. Free marketing of our logo, 

slogans, and website, as well as special events, in an effort to support lo-

cal, downtown businesses. 

 
DOWNTOWN FIRST: Create a FREE WEBPAGE System for Your Business! 
 
Create your own webpage on Downtown First in only minutes for FREE! Give customers 
the opportunity to access your store hours, coupons & specials, photos and more.  
Your Downtown First Business Webpage can include the following features: 

¶ Contact Information: Make it easy for customers to find your store hours, 

contact and other information about your business, services & products. 

¶ Photographs & Graphics: Your webpage can include photos of the interior 

and exterior of your store, your products, logo or other graphics! 

¶ Discounts & Coupons: Entice customers with the printable coupons and 

special offers that you can post, change and update as often as you 

like...right from your own computer!  

¶ Special Features: Post your daily specials, everyday! It takes only a minute 

to change or update your menu specials page. Other ideas: display your 

weekly soup offerings, happy hour specials, or new menu items. Plus you 

can include an enticing picture of your food or décor!  

¶ Special Events: Let customers know about fun activities in your store or in 

your downtown on your own customizable special events page! 
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DOWNTOWNPROPERTIES.NET PROGRAM: 

 
Interested in an Additional Location for your Business? 
 
If you wanted to look for a second location for your business, how would 
you go about your property search?   
  
Town Center Associates (TCA) has the answer: DowntownProperties.net, 
an innovative new program for marketing vacant and/or available down-
town properties.  
 
TCA created the www.DowntownProperties.net website to let you search 
for available commercial properties in more than 35 area downtowns, in-
cluding each community in the Beaver County Main Street Network. Each 
listing on the site includes a recent property photo and critical contact in-
formation for those who may be interested in the property. Additionally, 
resources such as demographic information on your community, as well 
as mapping to each listed property are available on the site. 
  
Other innovative features of www.DowntownProperties.net include the 
ability to sign up to receive a free email each time a new property be-
comes available, which makes it easy for you to become aware of new 
opportunities. 
 
Interested in Selling or Leasing Your Downtown Property?  
 
If you own a downtown property that is available for sale or lease, please 
contact Town Center Associates at 412-577-7447 or email us at 
tca@towncenter.info. Our friendly staff will make sure that your property is 
placed on www.DowntownProperties.net, helping to promote your proper-
ty at NO CHARGE to you.  
 
When you call or write, you can also ask about our FREE posters that will 
help promote your property! 
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